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> PSAL. 18, 50, 
Great delinerances giueth be unto his King, and ſbeweth merey 
to hise Anointed, cuen to Danid,and to hb ſeed for ener, 


Ps AL. 102. 18, 
Thu ſbalbe written for fy ESR to come , and the people 
which ſbalbe created, ſhall praiſe the Lord, 
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| their conſolatorie with him : knew I not how vnlike 
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E&ATM: 


x OsT Grariovs Lavpy: 
It « reported of Tiberius, 
that bee taxed the indiſcretion 
of the Ilienſes , comforting 
him long aficr the death of 
bis ſonne, with this anſwere, 
That hee alſo was ſorry 
for them, becauſe they had 
loſt that worthy Citizen HeQtor, one dead many 
hundred yeeres before. 1 might feare likewiſe leſt 
this gratuloric ſeruice, ſomething of the lateſt, might 
finde the [ame enterteinement with your Grace, which 
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Heb.11 9. 


lobn 5.35. 


the caſe us of conſolation and gratulation. For griefe | 
| commonly being worne away in time , the late comfor- | 
ter is a comforter both miſerab.e and ridiculous ; mi- 4 
| ſerable, by application of remedie , canſing healed 
| wounds to bleede afreſh ; ridiculous , onſeaſonably | 
and out of time doing that which time it ſelfe hath 
| done before him, bringing a hand-kerchiefe to wipe 
| away teares already dried. But ioy being an affettion | 
more pleaſing ani agrecing to our nature , and ſo 
| ( ſpectally in greater obietts ) not ſo ſeone vaniſhing, 
lateneſſe in gratulation may not in ike manner bee im- 
puted. If it might in other occaſions of ioy, yet cer- | 
tainely not in this, which is no lefſe then as it were the , 
reſurrection of this whole Iſle from the dead, where- 
by wee may bee ſaide to haue receined againe our pa- | 
rents, children, huebands, wines, kindred , and ac- | 
F—_ as Abraham is ſayd after a fort to 
aue receiued Iſaac from the dead. And there- | 
fore it inſtly claimeth a conſtant and continuing ioy : 
which if it obtaine not at our hands, but that we bee as 
they, who ſeeing Tohn to bee a ſhining anda bur- 
ning light, reioyced for a ſeaſon in him; it can- | 
wot be liable to cenſure , by a freſh ſupply of «yle, to | 
refreſh the fainting light of the lampe, and by the 
renewed remembrance of ſs ioyfull a worke to reaiue 
the languiſhing ſpirits of our ivy. Which endeauour 
performed in this Tredtiſe, after approbation recei- | 
wed from thoſe whoſe iudgement and learning 1 | 
humbly reaerence, I am bere Told to offer the reading | 
of it to your Graces eyes, which before was witered 
mn year hearing ; yet not altogether the ſame , but 
| mnlarged with ſome additions ; though not {o much 
added 
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| added now , as purpaſely ſhortened then, in regard of 
the timeL., 

May it pleaſe your Grace to interprete this my 
paines as a teftimony of this my moſt durtifull affe- 
Fion towards you z the deſert of your many peere- 
leſſe indewments affetting mee the more , becauſe 4 
daily eye-witneſſe of them in the houſe where thoſe_ 
two honourable perſonages the Lord and Lady 
Harington, 99 carefully and dutifully doe attend 


| your Grace. 


Itruit none will iudge ſuch bookes wnfit for you, 
that knoweth your excellent graces, apt, as for any good 
learning, ſo for this ſbirituall doftrine, beeing thereto 
applied. And ſuch is thewillof God, that they which 
are but young ſhould bee informed of his benefites, and 
| namely the great deliuerances wherewith hee hath deli- 


—_— 


dedin thu Treatiſe, ſo Ibeſeech your Grace to giue me 
leaue to remember you how ſaone God hath begunne to 
manifeit his ſþeciall prouidence ouer you, that you may 
| beginne_ as ſorne to manifeſt your obedience to him. 
Therefoye did God meke you like his Sonne, in that his 
earely perſecution, when with him you were fame to 


leane the place of your ahode for feare of theſe blordy 


| early growing ingrace and wiſedome, and fauour- 
' with God and man. Betrmes hath he ginen jou eni- 
| dence of the unſoundneſſe of that treacherous Romnſh 
| religion, that betimss you might learne to hate it with 4 

| per{edF hatred, and with no leſſe perfett love to embrace 
the ſinceritie of that relizion wherein hitherto you hane 


bene ſo happily targht andprotedted. 
A '2 Now 
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wered them and all his people; which, as I hane inten- | 


Matth.z. 


Herods , that you ſhould bee like him alſoin your «5 | 1.uhe ,, 
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Eſay 9.3 


Maith.18, 


Now that great God which chargeth the angels of 
| heaven with the leaſt of his little ones, veachſafe |. 
that honourable patronage and protettion wnto your 
Grace,the choiſeft of that number ghut being preſerned 
from all dangers what(oener, you may bee reſerned for 
the great good of the Charch ; that as ſhee reiayceth al- 
ready int he bloſſomes of your ſpring, ſo ſhe may here- 
after much more reioyce, euen according tothe joy 
in harueſt, i# the fruits of your harueſt, Amen. 
Combe, May.28. 


Your Graces in all dutiemoſt 


deepely bounden ſervant, 


Danizsz Dire, 


"RT Eaern_g AER , 
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TO THE READER. 
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# Hou doeſt (T doubt not Chri- 
ftian Reader) duely conſider 
MY and beare yet freſh in minde, 
JW how of late in this our State 
ab > and Kingdome,thrice in three 
SE >> } yceres ſpace hath the Axe 
LEFT A becne brought downe to the 
root of the tree, whereby we all were evenat next 
doore to ruine and deſtruction; and how alſo 
within the ſame three yceres , ycere after yeere, 
bath Teſs Chriſt the dreflſer of our Vine-yard 
ſtood vp for vs in the gap, keeping from vs the 
blow of God his vn{heathed iudgement, keeping 
on vnto ys the courſe of his vndeſerued mercy, . 
that neither by the death of her, whoſe life was 
our light more then forty yeeres ſpace, camethat 
vpon vs which we much feared, and our enemies 
long time expeRed ; neither by the peſtilence af- 
ter, which kindled amongſt vs, killed of vs thou- 
fands and ten thouſands, were wee wholly conſu- 


med, or our land greatly diſpeopled ; neicher by | 
| the 


PF. 


| 
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Ce no non amen, 
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|] Luker3. 8,9. 


; the plot and powder of thoſe helliſh miſcreants 


| our conuerſion, vouchſafing vs grace of deliue- 


intending to bring vpon vs a ſuddaine, fearetull, 
and irreparable ouerthrow at once of all, was our 
King and Kingdome, the Peeres and people of 
our Land, ſo much as by the loſſe of one onely 
haire hurt and indammaged. The Lord gur God 
for the ſake of his Sonne hath thus againe and 
againe ſtayed the ſtroke of his hand comming 
downevpon vs, and called in his decree ſent out 
againſt vs, forno other end, bur that reſerued by 
his Mercy, we ſhould ſeke after Tuſtice; hauing 
long reſpite toamend ourliues, wee ſhould bring 
forth fruits worthy amendment of life; and ftill 
enioying our ſtateand ſtanding in his Vineyard, 
ſhould ar laſt delight him with the good and plea- 
fant grapes of trueth and holineſſe. Whereunto 
that we may be brought, he hath not onely inlar- 
ged by his lenity the ſpace of our repentance, 
but alſo called vpon vs by his remembrancers to 
repent : ſo both waiting for, and working alſo 


rance for thetriall of our thankefulneſle, and ad- 
ding vnto that grace the grace of feruent and fre- 
quentexhortation to make vs thankefull. A great 
mercy it is, that hee ſhould fo ſpare vs being but 
a barren figge-tree, but a double mercy that 
hee ſhould ( as our Sauiour ſpeaketh in the Go- 
ſpel ) alſo digge and dung vs about, to make ys 
Fuirfull A great mercy it is, that of late he hath |. 
delivered vs from ſuch a danger, fo villanous in 
reſpe& of them that plotred it, ſo horrible in re- 


pard of them that were to bee indangered by i F #þ 
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at 264 
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to the Reader, 


| children after vs will ever ſpeake of; But conſider 
; If hee hath not ſeconded this his mercy-with as | 


neerely effeted,as that the like our fathers fathers 
before vs haue neuer heard of; and ourchildrens 


great a mercy: in that to the end wemightnotre- 
ceiue this grace in vaine, he hath ſent vs many his 
faithfull ſeruants to rouze vs out of our carnall ſe- 
curitie, to raiſe vs from the death of ſinne , to 
moue vs to thankefulneſle for his infinite mercie, 
and to make vs awfull of his vnpartiall ſeueritie. 
Which, how other the Miniſters of Chriſt haue 


lay, that hee, whoſe worke doth heere preſent it 
ſelfe to thy view, hath in fulfilling his minifterie, 
aimed at this, and not miſſed his marke: hath ſer 


his heart to procure God praiſe from his auditors, 
for reducing our life from the gates of death, and 
hath had the hand of God graciouſly vpon him, 
to furniſh and fit him for this ſo great a cauſe 
and feruice of God and his Church. * In which, 
what he oncedid ( as his place required) vnto 
certaine more priuately deliuer, that doeth hee 
now (asthe Churches good requireth) vnto all 
more publikely offer. 

The ſubie& doth commend the worke : the 
worke doth well beſeeme the ſubietz the drift 
and gift of the Author; I aſſure thee, doe moſt 
{weetely conſpire to inflame thy minde with a fa- 
cred heat, and deſire of ioyning thy heart and 
tongue vnto the Quire of Saints and Angels in 


focraf tily contriued , ſo maliciouſl purſued, ſo ; 


well performed, Iam not now to ſpeake of: this I | 


that their ſcruice of ſounding HelieluyJah, Vnto 
B whic h 
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| T be Epiſtle 


{ which duety of prailing God, wee earthly lumps, 
and leaden ſpirited men, are hardly incited. Who 
knowethnotinthe day of the Lords wrath, how 
I needefull ir is that the Prieſts of the Lord ſhould 
call the peopleto ſackcloth and fafting, leſt other- 
wiſe they ſhould turne to ſlaying of bullocksand 
teaſting ? But farre greater neede is there, that vp- 
on receiving rare and extraordinary fauours of 
God, Moeyſes and Aaron ſhould dire and pro- 
uoke Iſrael totruethankeſgiuing, left otherwiſe 
they turne to vaine and wanton 1ollity. Foras it 
isa rarer thing rightly to weild proſperity, then 
patiently to beare aduerſity : ſo is it harder fora 
man after deliverance to bee dutifull in rendring 
thankes and praiſe vnto God, then in danger to 
| beearneſt and inſtant in calling vpon the name of 
God. Tenlepersas yet vncleanſed, crie all alike 
loud vnto Chriſt in crauing hishelpe : but beeing 
oncecleanſed , of ten but one returnes togiue him 
rhankes for obtaining their ſuit. Pharaob in his di- 
ſtreſſe could fay, Prey ts Ichouah for mee: but eaſed 
of his ſmart hee would neuer ſay, Praiſe the Lord 
with me. Hezechiasa good andgodly King, was 
in his ſickeneſle reſpeRed, vpon his praying with 
| deuout humility : but after his recouery, was re- 
proued for wot rendring according te the reward be- 
owed vpon him. 
+.Cbron.zz.25.| So bardir is enenforthebeſttogine vnto God 
his right ofglory and praiſe, for the mercies recei- 
uedat his hands. And yetare the mercies of God 
| no mercies in mercy to wicked and vngratefull 
men; bur gruely judgements, as being meanes of 
| | heauier 


Luke 17.13.15» 


| and yer cuen then faith the Prophet, Rereyce not, © 


| quietly vnder thine owne vine, to cate thy bread 


wife and children that Go 


to the Reader, 


heauijer iudgements in time to come. Many of 
Iſrael that paſſing through the Sea, ſang with Moſes 
and Miriam triumphantly for their deliverance 
out of Egypt ; ſhortly after fearefully fell, ouer- 
throwne of God in the wilderneſle : and why ? 
they ſeeing his wonders, learned not to-feare him, 
but ſhewed themſelues wretched and vngratefull 
murmurers. The Iſraelites vnder the ſecond Jere- 
bears preuailed mightily againſt their enemies ; 


Iſrael: and why ? they amended not their idola- 
trie and other ſinnes, as the Prophet there allo 
ſheweth. And to many of vs ( I doubt) the pub- 
like ioy of our late deliucrance will bee priuately 
but wofull gaine: a gaine of time, forthe defer- 
ring of their puniſhment deſerued; but a gaine 
withall of ſorer vengeance in time to bee powred 
vponthem: and why ? for that few (1 feare) haue 
any whit more departed from ſinne, eſcaping this 
iudgement that was ready to haue ſealed vpon 
vs, becauſe of ſinne. That therefore it may bea 
mercy vnto thee to ſce the King in glory,the State 
in ſafety, the land in proſperity; a mercie to fir 


with comfort, to lie downe in ſecurity, to riſe in 
peace; a mercy toenioy thy your and lands, the | 

hath giuen thee; a 
mercy to haue liberty of going vp to the houſe 
of God, to haue the Word, the Sacraments, and 


— 


45-06, 


Hoſe 9, 


prayer in open aſſemblies; ofall which thou had- 
deſt bene depriued, had not the curſed Papiſt of 


Le AER 


his cruell purpoſe becne defeated : that, I ſay, the. 
B 2 fruition 


| 1.Chro10, 1.2.3 


| 


Poe —IER 
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fruition oftheſe things in a maner recouered by 
our latedeliuerance, may bee vnto.thee mercy,no 
iudgement; ſtriueto grown the grace, and to goe 
forward in the practice of true thankefulneile. 
Which if thou mindeſt, this Treatiſe following 
may be a bleſſed meanes herein to further thee : 
the argument thereof tending to ftirre vp vato 
this great duety, ſo generally neglettcd. Let ther- 
forethe matter of this T reatile drawe thee. on to 
peruſe the ſame, and thou ſhalt finde in the man- 
ner ofthe handling,the matter ſo plainely opened, 
ſo orderly _- ed, ſo learnedly vttered, fo pi- 
thily, fo purely, and powerfully deliuered, thar 
hereafter the very name of the author {( I doubt 
not ) will giue his workes credit and countenance 
ſufficient withthee, In aſſurance whereof l paſſe 
thee ouerto reade ouer and ouer againe the booke 
it ſelfe, wiſhing that it may by the grace of the 
ſame ſpirit, wherewith it was penned, bee vnto 
thec of that good inthereading of it,as the author 
1 and did wiſh thee in the publiſhing 
of it. 


Thine wholy in him whoſe of 
right thou wholy art. 


N.W. 
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THE OPINION OF A 
__ ONE touching 


Hong all the gratalatory Treatiſes that 

Thane ſcene for our late deliverance 

from the bloody deſignements and fle- 
& gitiou practices of the Romaniits, 
whoſe religion is well marked out by 
this cognizance, They cate their God, and kill 
their King, 7 dove ſpecrally commend wnie thy reading 
(according to mine vnderitanding and prinate appre- 
henſion ) theſe dinine and right profitable Meditations 
upon the cxxiv.Pſalme. The frame and compoſition 
whereof is from art and indgement, the doftrines natu- 
rall, the profes pertinent,the applications faithfull ; the 
flile argueth the authors skillin the language of Ca- 
naan, without all vaine and foohſh affeit ation,the com- 
mon poyſon of this age. 

Reade end peruſe with prayer and diligence, and theu 
ſhalt fine the trueth of my report, which 1 thought good 
#0 ſet downe for thine encouragement wit hout any pre- 
indice to other good and commendable endeauours of the 
ſame nature, For in this caſe better it is to bewray ie- 
morance , then to conceale affection, beeing a day of 
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good tidings; and ſhall any man doe well to hold 
his peace? 

But there is 41 obiettion caFt in the way, as the dead 
| body of Arnaſa , to hinder the paſſage and entertaine- 


= $ ment 


2.King.7-9. 


2.S aM20, | 


eel iT. 


ith 
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| _ Another Epiſtle to the Reader, 


—Y 


Luke 18.11. 


* Azit is di- 
uinely obſer- 
uecd,and [cr 
downe by the 
hand of a 
ready writer; 
Beneficy enim 
memoria eft 
brenifiima. 
Ki xls ym 
paTxet TH y1- 
Fe v5 11 Yapts. 
P/al.118.34- 


\| beene with the Phariſee in tongue and countenance 


ment of this Treatiſe, namely,that gratulation now is 
out of date and too unſeaſonable, the dinger i paſt and 
gone, the wonderment of the Lords mighty worke is 
oeutworne;end more then halfe forgotten, x 
Alas, ts the ſharpeeuge ſo ſuddenly made dull of | 
our ſeeming toy and thankefulne(ſe for that immediate 
prevention ( O the mercies of our God are aboue | 
all his workes ! ) of an vareceuerable downefall of 
| our preſent and future happineſſe? hath our reioxcing 


alone? # onr devotion ſo momentany, and our thanke- 
full remembrance as the morning dew, tk at ſs ſoone 
the renewed memory of our great delinerance ſhould be- 

| come weariſomme(ſe unto our ſpirits, there being but the 
watthof a night , «nd the turning of an hand betweene 
vs and fo deadly deſolations ? 

Certainely England is iuſth charged with * Iſracls 

errour, whoſe prayersand prayles ended fo ſoone 
as they paſſed the Red Sea. 


| 


What cauſe therefore hane ſuch who deſire to con- 
ſent and obey, «de praiſe the Lord in the Jand , 
ofthe living, 70 be ener taking the cup of faluation 
in their hands, andreadily to embrace all freſh ſupplies 


and new remembrances whereby our ſlumbring affe- 


kedto ſet the record of this marucilous mercie in the 
Kalender of our hearts for ener ? For ſurcly it is the 
day which the Lord himſelfe hath made. 

But 1 am paſſing the bounds of my purpoſe of ſet- 


ting downe my conceit of the Treatiſe: 7 will onely 


4//dethis caueat, Sinne no more, leſt a worſe thing 
happen. 


ions may be awakened, and wee «t the length prous- | 


SOME 
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MEDITATIONS 


on the 124. Palme, ſerum 
to excite vs to thankefulnes for 


our late deliuerance. 
x If the Lord had not beene on our ſide nay Iſrael 
now (ay: | _ 
2 If the Lord had wot bene on our fide when men 
roſe up againſfs vs, 


3 They had then ſwallowed vs wp quicke, when 
their wrath'in as kindled againſt vs : 

4 Then the waters had drowned ws, the torrent 
had gone ouer onr ſoule: 
Then had the ſwelling waters gone 0uer our 
ſoule_-. 

as ; E had no ſooner returned 


-a ALF. 
2 EY Sf Of ad 2 n - 

> againe ( Gracious, Honou- 
(©\ WH V/ak rable, and welbeloued) to 


this place of our reft and 
abode,butmy mind imme- 
diately began to returne 
afreſh,to her former medi- 
tations of that our late, ſo 


mighty and merciful} deliucrance;z whercia Gods 
might 


The occaſion 
ofour.chuſing, 


» th _— ———_———— — 
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Comfortable Meditations * 


4 
| 
| 


P/al.126.6. 


P/al.126.6. 


Iſay 9.3- 
Pſal.58.10. 


2.54.15. 


-þ ight and mercy ſeemed to firiue together for 


che;preeminence. For we went henceindeede, as 
into#licrle kinde of exile, not much vnlikethoſe 
lewes, carrying out preciowe ſeed, thongh not with 
paping ye Ye waucring mindes, doubtfull 
of the harueft. But I ſaw how we returned(almoſt 
within the ſpace of ſo many” dayes as they did 
yeeres, ſo timely was our harueſt aboue theirs) 
even (as the (clfe fame Tewes did) with toy, and 
bringing our ſheaves falleared, and ripened with the 
blood of thoſe Traitours, as with the latter raine 
yea, with triumph and viRtory, as it were diuiding 
the ſpoile, and we/hing owr feetein the blood of our 
bloody aduerſaries.”' Wee went hence, not much 
vnlike David, who for feare of vngracious 4b/+ 


| lom wasconſtrained to leaue his /eruſalem,, yet had 


many faithfull ones cleauing faſt vnto him in that 


So your Grace,and Honors likewiſe, in that ſo- | 


daine flight.;and remouall from this place of your 
quiet repoſe, ( occaſioned by many vnnaturall 
Abſaloms , vnhappy /onnes of Belial) had ſufficient 
and plentifull proofe ofthe faithfull and feruent 


 affeQions, not” of ſome particular 7:t4ies and 


Huſhaiesonely, but euen of this whole Countrey, 
and that ancient and famous mother-Citie there- 
of, where (as in another Aa/haneim) you found lo 
ſafe ſhelter ahd honourable harbour all this while. 
Butas in that your flitting, mee thought I ſaw De- 
id with his traine, going out ofhis owne place 
and Princely Palace: fo in 4s returne, the ge- 


nerall attendance of that whole worthy and wor- 
ſhipfull 


by " "> I8 
© = 70% 5 OM 
"74 ee, . Al 
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0n the 124. Pſaime, 


| 


ted to minecyc, the ſame David, in great royaltie, 
returning home, after the ſlaughter of a6/alom, 
honourably attended, and ioyfully congratulated 
by his ſabics of all ſorts, ſtriving inacommen:- 
dable emulation, who ſhould goe turthelt in the 
declaration of loue and loyaltie. Whereupon 
comparing your going out,and the manner there- 
of, with this your comming in againe, { could nor, 
but in the humble acknowledgement of Gods 
powerfull prouidenceand protection, both in our 
outgoing and incomming, renue the remem- 
brance of that our memorable deliucrance; and 
in the renued remembrance thereof, enter more 
ſeriouſly into the meditation of thoſe dutic: , 
which, forthe ſame, thc Lord expeRerthat our 
hands. At our hands, I ſay, in more ſpecial] man- 
ner, by how much wearefurther intercſled in this 
nis mercie, then many other of aur brethren, For 
this purpoſe I haue choſen, and am now accor- 
dingly purpoſed to interpret this Plalme vnto 
you. The Author is Deuzd, that /weet /inger of 1/- 
racl, and the Prophet by whom God penned thi. 
Plalme. The occaſion in particular is not ſet 
downe: but it appcareth, thatir was ſome ſpecial] 
deliverance, as from Abſalom, or elſc the re- 
membrance of thoſemany deliuerances, bath in 
Davids owne time, and formerly. Forthey muſt 
needes bee deceived, that make the preſervation 
of the Church in the Baby/onical Captiuitie, 


| ſhipfull ſocietic, ioyfully accompanying you hi- | 
ther, brought tomy minde, yea almoltrepreſen-. 


Pſal.z21.8. 


2.SAM.23.1, 


2. Of Dauids 
compoling this 
Pfalme. 


Bucer ix hunc 
Plalmam. 


the occaſion ; ſince this Plalme was made by 
C Dauid 


And diſpoliti- 
onrthereof, 


The ſpeciall 
branching of 
the parts. 

I, 


2, 
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David many hundred yeeres before that Capti- 


| robee framed: He, and hee that oncly delinered v5 out 


uitic. 

The Palme is enchariſticall, a profeſsion of 
thankfulneſſe for mercies received. The argyu- | 
ment, whereby they inforce themſelues to thank- 
fulneſſe, is taken from the right ſubict,to whom 
thankeſgiuing is due,namely,he that is the ſpeciall 
and onely cauſe of our preſeruation. Ir is thus 


of moſt deadly and deſperate dangers,is to bee praiſed: 
The Lord, and the Lord onely delinered v5 out of ſuch 
denger ; Ergo, Praiſed be the Lord. The propoſition 
is to be vnderftood : T he aſſumption is ſer downe 
in the fiuc firſt verſes: And then the concluſion 
in the three-laſt. In the aſſumption conſider , 
1, how it is illuſtrated generally, by the certaine 
truth thereof: 1. in thoſe words, m4y 1/rae/now 
ſay ; ehat is, it is ſo certaine and vndoubted a truth, 
that Iſrael may boldly and confidently averre it, 
without any ſticking at it: 2. intherepctition of 
the ſame words againe in the 2. verſe. 2. The 
ſpecial / is thereof, which aretwo 1. thedeſcrip- 
tion of thoſe dangers wherein they were, in 3,4,5. 
verſes, They are ſet forth in metaphoricall termes, | 
to be very extreme dangers, like to the dangers 
of him that is in the way of a wilde rauenous 
beaſt, rhar comes running with his mouth wide 
open, readie to deuoure hinfquicke; or like to the 
dangers of thoſe houſes tbat are aſſailed and ſet 
vpon with ſtrong ſtreames and violent torrents of 


ſwelling waters. And theſe dangers are ſet out 
further by the cauſe whence they came, 2, verſe 
when 
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when men roſe vp againſt vs, and 3. verle , when 
their anger was kindled againfl vs, Where theſe 
men and their anger are compared to barbarons 
and ſauage beaſts, and their fierceneſſe and furie ; 
which is ſuch, that (without any more adoe)thcy 
ſwallow downe quicke the prey they meet with; 
yea, to the /enſcleſſe creatures of fireand water , and 


their violence, that without all mercie make ha- | 


uocke, not beeing able to reftraine themſcluecs. 
2. Theſetting downe of the meanes, whereby 
they cſcaped theſe dangers, 1. and 2, verſes : 1f 
the Lord had not beewe ow our fide , &c. where the 
cauſe is made to be the belpe and preſence of God, 
which is deſcribed by the time, when men roſe wp 
ag4inft vs. Thele arethe two parts of this 4//ump- 
tion: for ſo much the very words muſt needs im- 
port, when it is ſaid, 7fthe Lord had not been on our 
| ide, wee bad beene overthrowne of our enemies ; 

namely, 1. That they were in great danger ofde- 
ſtruion. 2 That yet they cſcaped it ; becauſe 
God was on their ſide. 

And this is the reſolution of the aſſumption, the 
antecedent of the enthymeme of this Plalme; of 


the concluſion, the conſequent of the enthyweme, | 


how itis tobcereſolucd, wee will ſhew when wee 
come toir. 

To begin then with the generall illuſtration of 
the aſſumption from the certaintic thereof, May 
| 1/rael now ſay : Here itplainely appeareth, that Da- 
vid compoſed this Pſalme for the vie of 1/racl, as 
a forme of thankeſgiving (which they ſhould vic) 
for thcir deliverance, and therefore the words 
C2 may 


Thegenerall 


illuſtration of 


the afſumpri. 
on,from the 
certaintic 
thereof, 
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| Whence ariſe | may bee read, ZeF 1/rael now ſay. Where learne, 
theſe dorines | x, That ſet formes of prayer are lawfull, cucn 
I. vpon extraordinarie occaltons, when the ſpirit of 
Ser formes of. | payer is more effettuall then ac other times, the 
pet ; very times then teaching them to pray, that pray- | 
ed nur before, opening the lips before ſhut , in- 
larging the heart before ſtraitened , and abun- 
dantly filling and furniſhing both minde and 
mouth with meditations and words, that be- 
| fore were to fecke for both, And yet if evcnin 
f theſe extraordinarie occalions there may be place 
for (et frames of prayers, how much more in ou: 
| daily and ordinarie occaſions, when our quineſſe 
' and flowneſle being farre greater, (3s allo the af: 
| ſiſtance of rhe ſpirit is farre lefſer) doth much 
; more crave the ſuccour and relicte of ſuch like 
| helpes ? I note this againit thoſe fanaricall ſpirits, | 
' that preſuming, I know not vpon what preſence 
of the ſpirit, wouldcry downe all manner of ſer | 
| formesof prayer, both in publike and private vſez | 
—___ yet lo, that carc is to bee had of thoſe which com- 
pole formesof _— for others vſc, that they be 
ſuch as may deſcruethis title to bee prefixed, May 
| ' Iſrael ſay. 2. That wee muſt by all good meanes 
| i »£ | labour to preſerve the memorie of Gods great 
'Y Gods ſpeciall | and glorious workes, either of iudgement vpon 
wotkes muſt || hjg'enemies, or mercle towards the Church. For 
be ac ' this was the reaſon that David ſet himſclfe on 
 worke in penning this Pſalme, that it might bee 
[| 1 a memoriall eyen to all generations of the many 
'Y  deliuerances of Iſrael. And for the better fur- 
[| | thering of this his purpoſe, beſides his penning 
id of 
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Let 1/reel ſay. For oftentimes many worthy me- 
mortals and monuments ( through the negli- 
genceof men) grow ont of vic and requeſt, and 
become a prey to the moths, andto rait, as the 
Booke of Moſes in 7ofias time found hid in a 
nooke ofthe Temple. Hence it was thatin times 
paſt the Holy Fathers would not let flip any 
memorable at of Gods prouidence, without ſer- 
ring ſome fpeciall marke'and Memento vpon it, 
whereby 1t might continue freſh in' their me- 
morics, yea and of ſucceeding generationsafter 
them. That valley wherein Jehe/hapbats aducr- 
faries were ouerchrowne, was called Beracah, thir 
is, the valley of bleſsing, that that valley might 
no ſooner bce named, but that famous oner- 
throw of thofeproud aduerſariesmighrpreſently 
preſent it ſelfe vnto their mindes and memories : 
tor the very ſ#lfe-ſame cauſe did 7a6ob call rhc 
name of thar place where God appeared vnto 
him, Bethel, though before it was called Z#z; 
and Daxid the place where Yzza was ſmitten, 
Peret-V224 : and Abraham the place where 1ſaac 
was delivered from the bloudic knife that was 
entring into his throat, 7chouah-yreh. And di- 
uers ſuch like examples there are of places recei- 
ving their denomination from the ſtrange workes 
of God done in them, that ſo by this meanes, in 
the very name, the workes of God mightthe 
more eaſily bee carried and conueyed vnto the 
memories cuen of following generations. Hence 
likewiſe it was, that the cenſors of thoſe ſeditious 

| G2 rebels 


of it, hee cals vpon them to ve it, being penned, |/ 
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burning, .that broad plates for a coucring of the 
Alrar might bee made of them. Tono other end, 
thenthat it might bee a remembrance of that rc- 
markcable iudgement of fire vpon Coreh and his 
complices. The like care of delivering that famous 
deliucrance of the Iewes out of Hemans hands 
from forgetfulnefſc, was that which moyed Afor- 
decay to appoint the dayes of their deliuerance to 
be ſolemnized as holidayes, yeaand to beecalled 
by thename of Parim, that the very name might 
bring to their mindes the deuilliſh denice of H«s- 
mar, incaſting of lots for their deſirution. Where 
(by the way) let it bee marked, that if thoſe Iewes 
ſtucke not tocelebrate the memorie of that their 
| viRorious deliucrance, which could not but bee 
verie odious and diſftaſtefull to the Perſians, of 
whom they had ſlaine many, and amongft whom 
they liucd as ſoiourners and exiles; what a ſhame 
then muſtir be for vs, that liuc as free men in our 
owne Countrey, and as Lerds over our enemies 
amongſt vs, if wee ſhall bee found ſlow and ſlacke 
to honour the like worke of God with the like 
memorial}? To theſe examples may be added that 
ſolemne anniuerſaric feaft of the dedication of the 
Temple, in remembrance of the mightic and mi- 
raculous dcliuerance thereof out of the hands of 
vſurping ad polluting tyrants, by Iudas Macha: 
bews, T hele and many other ſuch like examples 
(whereof the Scripture is ſo plentifull) being as it 
were « cloudof witneſ/es, oughtto bee of ſpeciall 
vie to vs at this day, who bauereccined adeliue- 

rance 
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rance that may ſeeme to obſcure all other deliuc- 

rances that were before. And Godloueth to hauc. 
his lateſt mercies notthelaſt in our remembrance. 
Nay, ſo would hee have hislateſt mercies remem- 
bred.that he himſelfe will rake his ſtile from them, 
as , after the Tſraclites departure from Zgypr, 
Gods ftile was this, The Loyd Godthat brought thee 
ont of the Land of /E£2ypt. But afterward vpon the 
acceſſe of another as mightic and memorable de- 
liverance, that ſtile was changed : The day is come 
(/aith the Lord) that they ſhall no more ſay, The Lord 
liaeth that brought vp the childrem of 1ſracl out of the 
land of Egypt ;, out, The Lordlineth, which brought 
them: out of the land of the North, +6. If then be- 
fore, Gods ftile among vs in Erelard were this, 
The Lord that confounded the inuinible Nauic of the 
Spaniards , the date thereof is now expired, and 

the dayesare come wherein itſhall be ſaid nolon- 

ger, The Lord the vanquiſher of the innincible Arma- 

ado; bur, the Lord the confounder of the treaſona- 

ble praQtice by gun-powder to deſtroy the Parlia- 
ment, andafter the whole Kingdome. A viforic 
deſcruing the ereftion ofeterna)l Trophces, to be 
written not onely in bookes, but alſo in all our 
hearts, with « pew of iron, and a point of diamond, with 
charaQers indeleble. For the which both Gods 


glory, and his enemies connid#ion,our owne preſent, 


and: poſteritics future good, doe carneſtly call vp- | 


on v3. Thar as there be many, who (in imitation 
of Dauid)by their writings hauelaboured to cter- 
nize the memory of this renowned worke of 


God: ſo allof vs might doe thelike, by tradition 
of 
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of lively voice, the father to the childe, and thoſe 
children to theirchildren,ſucceſsiuely declaring ir, 
and ſo propagating and perpetuating the memory 
thereofo all poſterities. 

Fitſt, Gods glorie, no lefſe, nay much more, 
craueth this at our hands, then the deſert of a 
victorious Generall doth the ereion of a T ro. 
phce and monument of the vitorie. What, ſhall 
thoſe heathen Emperours bee ſo honoured, and 
ſhall not God, who indeed is 4 man of werre, and 
who alone, with hi owne right hand, and not (as 
they ) with the helpe of any aide of ſeuldiers, get- 
teth himſelfe the victoric; ſhall not he (I ſay ) be 
much more honoured with ceternall monuments 
of his power and proweſſe? And ſhall workes 
mechanicall (in which is any ſpecial| artifice and 
workemanfhip ) be graced with the wilſhly eye of 
the beholder, feeding ir ſelfe with the ſight therc- 
of; and ſhall not our eyes much more give with ſ/r 
to Gods ſtrange and admirable ( and yet withall 
amiable) workes? And ſhall it be an indignitic to 
a skilfoll workeman, having brought ro perf &, 
on ſome rare and precious worke, it no bodic 
would daine the caſting of their eycs vpon it? how , 
much more then to God, if his marvellous workes 
fo full of wiſedome and power, ſhall not with a 
magneticall attratiion, draw towards them the eyes 
of vs all. attentiuely and with obſeruation to take 
a through view of them ? Eſpecially ſince God 
himſelfc hath called vs herevnto, and inviteth vs 
on tothis ſogoodly a ſight, Plalme 66. 5. Come, 


and behold the workes of God: hee is terrible in his 


doings | 
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domgs towards the ſonnes of men. Plalm. 111. Many 
high ſtiles.arerhere let vpon the workes of God, 
rhat they arc greet, 2/oriow., wonderfull, breutifud, 
anditheretore 70 be ſought ont of all them that lone 
them, Though God ſhould hold bis peace, and 
zine no ſuch glorious:titles,vnto-his workes, yet 
they chemſclues call vs vnto theml{clues, and:bid 
vs come and behold their beauticy yea. though 
they rhemſclues. were (lent, this their beautie 
ſpeaketh, For there's not any (nonotof theloaſt 
or loweſt) of Gods ordinaric anddaily workes, 
which doth nor preſcntly (atthe firſt fight) ſhew 
both the workeman , and the excellencie of his 
workmanſhip. How much more then his ſpecial 
and extraordinarie workes, which hauc in them {0 
lively'/markes and cxpreſle charaQters of that di- 
aine might and maicſtic? Plalmeg.16. The Lord 
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red in the worke of his owne hands. Hence the. Pſal- 
miſt ſpeaking ofthe ſtrange workes of God which 
his anceſtors had ſcene, calleth them the goings of 
God, They haue ſeene, O God, thy goings. Now 
looke how by ſecing the print of a mans foot, we 
conceiue preſently thatſuch a creature hath been 
in that place z ſo when wee {ce theſe admirable 
workes of God, wee cannot but ackhowledgehis 
providence,and cry out,the skiltull finger of God, 
ſurely God hath beene here. Sothat a man may ctcn 
trace God, and (as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh ) euen 
grope him with the hand, in theſe his fo wiſe and 


worthy workes. a" | 
And hence ariſeth the ſecond inducement, and | 
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invitation vnto the ſerious conſideration and con- 
ſcruationof theſe ſpeciall workes of God in oug 
memories z namely, that hereby the wicked ma 
be conuited,and the mouth of iniquitre fappee Plat. 
r07.42. Forwhercas when God held his arme 
ſill in his boſome, they were not afraid, blaſphe- 
mouſly to aske, here is now their God ? intheſe 
powerfull workes,God(plucking out his hand,and 
wounding the hairy pate of his Churches encmics) 
anſwereth chem to the full, ſaying, Here is that 


God whom you asked tor, here hee is, making bs [ 


errowes dranke with the bloud , and hu ſword eatinz 
the fl:ſh of his foes. T henare they huſhed preſently, 


& forced to ſay with thoſe heathen, 7 he Lora hath | 
done great things for themr; with thoſe magicians, 
The f 


weer of God; and with thoſe, Plal. 58. 11.Ye 

rily there i fruit for therighteous: doubiieſſe there ut 
4 God that indeeth the earth. So true isthat of the 
Plalmiſt, how terrible art thow in thy workes? through 
the greatmeſſe of thy power (namely , witneſſed in 
thy workes) /2ell thy enemies bee in ſubictiion vnto 
thee. Thar then we may bee abletoconfare and 
cenfound the barking and ſnarling Arheift, and 0- 
ther adverſaries of the Church, it is neceſlarie that 
our memories ſhould bee rich treaſuries and ftorc- 
houſes, in which theſe excellent workes of God 
may be preſerued. | 

Specially as (beſides this convition of our ad- 


| verſaries) we ſhall by the ſame meanes benefitour 


ſelves, furthering and fortifying our faith, feeding 
our hope,and nouriſhing & increafingthar ſpiriru- 


| allioy which we haucin God, Pal. 58.10.10 7.42. 
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But if our owne benefit preuaile not with vs, 
yet atleaſt the reſpect of the good of the poſteritie 
after vs. For it may fo fall our, that fucure gencra- 
tions may make greater vie of Gods [udgements, 
then that preſent age which they moſt concerned, 
and which was an eye-witneſſeof them. Happly 
becauſe the preſent beholders fttand amazed and 
aſtonied at the greatneſle of them, and ſo have nor 
their mindes ſo free, rightly co indge and make vic 
ofthem,as the poſteritic may have. O then let vs 
not be injurious to our poſterity, let vs not defraud 
them of ſoricha treaſure as the knowledgeof this 
 latevaliane exploit of the Lord : though we be re- 
gardleſſe of our ſelues, yetler vs haue ſome care of 
thoſe that ſhall riſe vp after vs, palsing over this lo | 
noble and notablea worke of God in the beſt man- 
ner vntothem, as weare commanded, Pfal. 78. 6, | 
that ſo the children as yet unborne may riſe vp and tell 
| # zotheir children. | | 


wiſhed //ree! to rake vp the words of this Plalme, 
chereby to maintaine the memory oftheirdeliuc- 
rances; whar //-aelit is that he meancth ? for «al 
are not Iſrael that are of Iſrael. Anſ. There is a two- 


But it may here beeasked, when Dauid here | 
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fold 1/rael: the pure Iſraclite, vorde of guile, as it is 
exemplified in Nethavie/, which is called the 1/rae! 
of God: and the baſe and formall Iſracliteof S. Paul, 
that hath nothing bur the forme and outward fa- 
ſhion of religion ; the outward 7ew, that hath no- 
thing to ſhew for the approving of his 1/racti- 
tiſme, but circumciſion inthe fleſh, and the vizar 
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{| in, yetby his warkes bee ſheweth. himſelfero.-boe 


' oftheliwesof thoſe. infidels that were inthe ſhip 


ly like of godlineſſe, thathe hath denied. Andthere- 


| forchowlocuer incoutward profellion he be with, 


| one:of thoſe that are without 5; eucn-a ranger and 
alien fram: God: and his covenants. As David in | 
this regare.is-natafraid.to-callthe Ziphims firan- 
 gers,. though otherwiſe Liraclites by birth. Now 
| the: Praphet-here meancrh the former Ifraclice: | 


|| wazomhisfide,andtbat his help Boodinthe name 
|| of the Lord :both which, David bere.inioyueth;bu 
| Ifrac|toſay., Sothen hereirappcaretb, that. the 
, cauſeaf;rheſedeliuerances was Gods being onthe 
fideottherigbt re: and-yerthe ather /ſrael, 1/- 
' raclin.name anely, and arcarding to thefleſh , carnal 
' aud mominal{ 1ract, partaked withithe true 1/rael in 
| theſe deliucrances. | 

| . Whereweareoccaſionedtoconlider how bene- 
 ficiall the godlics preſence and conuerſement is 
vnto the wicked, notwithſtanding that great hurt 
| which they ſuſtaine both by them. and. tor them. 


them: but: for Zofs ſake the captiued. Sodamites 
weroreſcued andreftored. Thus doth God gratifie 
; hischildrenwith the preſeruation of the: wicked 
 tharconucrſc among them: as Paw, with thegrant 


| forthe.ather-I{raelite ſhouldlie,inſayingthar Gad | 


 FortheSodomites ſake Lot was carricd-captiue; | 
that was'all-the-g00d- hee got. by being among | 


with him;and here the 1/-ae/of God,with the ſafc- 
tic ofthebaſe //ree, that were promiſcuaully and | 
 confuſedly ſcattered among them, | 


Let then the wicked ſee how much: they 
are 


| 


—_—_—yl 


| 


ed 
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| chavbloudictreaſon, whence was.it}þecayle Gag. 
| was on-thy. ſide? nothing lefle : bug becaple, bee.| 


ion tbe\ 124. B/dhme, » 
are: bchalding/to the godly; and lg. ( for, ſhame;). 


| learne-to make moreef thero, Thatthou,a pro-;| 


phane wretch,, diddelt eſcape the late danger 94 


was onthe ſide of hizowne {{rae/, whoſe prayers 
and humiliations hee reſpettcg. F herefare, thay 
being/in this good company, fareſt.the better, and 
ſhareſ/with them intbis blcfkng, And; yer(for all 
this)  wiltthoupotgiue onenthatin-bred.ſpight 
and malice againſt this Jas 2 doſt thou not ſee 


friend ! For this: //rvel whond thou hateſty, is thy 
onely ſhietd & ſhelter againſt the tempeſt of Gods 
iudgement; which being: once taken away, thou | 
art laid wide opento the violence of the winde and 
weather, Beo notſo faoliſhthenasthe:Stag inthe 
Embleme, which by: biting: the baughes of the 


and hunters, bowrapedand betrayed her ſelfo into 
theiy hands. - And. vhtus mueh- tor the generall 
authorivie of theantecedentaf thisargument: let 
vs nowcometo.vho ſpeetaldparts.” 944. 
Whereofrhe farft:iscancerning tboſegreatdan- 
gersthey werotn;cuen of vtter ſubuerſion, ler forth 


. # 


in borrowed termes, of being fvallowedvpquiet, 


| uy having rhe waters paſſequer them, &c. 


Whore wemay abferuc the ſtate of the Church 


| ar Jfravl of God, whilett it is a pilgrime- here on 
| earth-;- namely, that (by reaſonof the great loue 
"of God ro her) ſhots fubiectto the great envy and 


IDE: enmitie 


thatin ſtrivingrarogtaut this:{/rac/; thou ſtriveſt | 
againſt thincownegood,andſaartnetthine owne | 


tree, vnderthe which:ſhelay hid from the hounds |. 


+ we 


Two ſpeciall 


parts of the 
oNuamprion. 


The farſt con- 
cerning thcir 


danger, 


whence. 


Dotr. 


The Church, 
v-hileſt in her 
progrelle and 


pilgrimage, 


ſubie to dan- 


£Crs, 


——— 
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enmitieof man. As 1«cobs ſpecialland cxtraordi- 
naric loue towards /oſeph, as hisdarling, procured 
him the deadly hatred and ſpightfull enuy of the 


| reſt of his brethren. Hence it is that the Church 


onearth is called the Church militant, becauſe of 
thoſe many cruel and crafty aduerſaries which ſhe 
is toconflit withall. Therefore alſo likened to a 
ſhip toſſed with tempeſt on the ſea; toa vineyard, 
into which the wilde Boares of the Forreſt make 
inuaſion, rooting and cating it vp. And thus God 
wil have itto be,that by rhis meancs we may hauc 
experience of faith, hope, patience, and many o- 
ther graces on our parts; and of powerand merc 
on Gods part. Andalſo, that there may be kind. 
ledin vs a longing delſireatter the ſuture happineſſe 
of the Church criumphant in heauen. 

If theneicher the Church in generall, or an 
particular members thereof meet with ſuch croſfe 
friends, weeare not to thinke it ſtrange, knowing it 
is the lot and portion of 14696 thus to be yoked. 
Let vs then content our ſclues with this our con- 
dition as long as wee arc here. Todeſire freedome ; 
from/all the oppoſitions of encmics on carth, isto 
deſire thatthe Church might triumph on earth, 
beforeit come into the heauens, and ſo receiue 
the garland beforethe race be runne, the crowne 
| beforethat good fight bee fought. Nay, todefire 
this, is to deſire a _ betwixt earth and hea- 
ven; andthat the Ghurch warring on earth, might 


urc 
bee checke-mate to the Church triumphing in 
heauen, whoſe peculiaritic it is to be freed from 


all diſturbance and diftration by aduerſaric 


Ogert 2 1-"— 
-_ 


power; 


— — 
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power; which. Chriſt /e/@s ſhall then lo viterly 

vaſh and quaile,that his Churches encmics {hall 
become-his footſtoole, iudgement ſhall be brought forth 
ints viftorie,and not the leaſt ſoundof any contra- 
dition any longer to be heard. 

Theſe dangers are ſet forth (as wee ſhewed in 
the beginning ) by the cauſes of them, in thoſe 
words, when men roſe vp againſt vs ; and, when 
their wrath was kindled againſt vs. 

It may ſceme ſtrange that theſe wicked and 


| wretched enemies, monſters rather then men, 


ſhould be thus modcrately ſpoken of, and haue no 
othername, then thisof men, given them which 
of all others they leaſt deferued,as bauing in them 
nothing of man but outward ſhew and ſhape , be- 
ing rather beaſts, yea, deuils in the forme and fa- 
ſhion of men, rhen right men. But hereby the 
Church would ſhew, that ſhe did leauc the further 
ceſuring of them vnto God theirrighteous Iudge ; 
and would alſo further amplific their wickedncſſe, 
who being men, did yet in their deſires and diſpo- 
ſitions bewray a more then beaſtly immanitic and 
inbumanitie. | 

Inthe deſcription of theſe men and their anger, 
by the furic of wilde beaſts, fire and water, wec 
learne of how bloudie, boiſterous and barbarous 
naturesthe enemies of the Churchare : no mad 
beaſt of the forreſt ſo raging, ſo rauenous as they z 
ſo farre doe they —— them in this kinde. For 


living men, and not vpon theirdead corps ; this 


crueltie of Sions enemics extendeth it ſelfe even as 
the 


| i 


whereas the crueltie of ſome beafts is onely vpon. 


1.C0r,15 24-28, . 


P/al.t10.t. | 
Math.11.20. 


The ,deſcripti. þ 

on of their 

dangers by 

the cauſes 
whence. | 


Def. nr. 


Concerning 
the exceſsiue 
and hyperbo- 
licall cruckie 
of the: wicked, 
beyond thar 
which is in 
beaſts,becauſe 
1. Ir ſpareth 
not the dead. 
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| Pſal.79-2+ . 


| anddelighterth 
 irſclfeia the 


| beaſts, 


| projtratis parcit. 


2. It prouoketh 


crus!tic of the 


Dt.6. 


3.Itis a gene» 
ratiue, 


Fox in Marty- 
rolog. 


4- An vnpeace- 
able cruclrcie. 
Leon tantum 
ex firts clemen» 
t1a in ſurplices, 


Pinnſts. 


Gen.15.16, 


fowlerdf the heaven; and the fleſh of thy Saints tothe 


at 
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che kindneſſeof herfriends doth, 2#rh. 2.20: both 
rotheliuingandtothedead, Plalme pg. The dead | 


bodies of hy Yeruwnts have they zinen to be meate tothe 


beaſts of the earth. Whete' wee ſee, thatthe beaſts 
.ctuetrie is oftentimes ſet on worke by theſe mens 
crucltie; andihe beaſts would'beclefſe crucll , if 
thels cruel! aduerſaries would ktthem alone, nd 
offered not fit mattertoffeed, andoecaſion'ro-pro- | 
doke their erueltic;” The wickedthen taking de- 
light in the crueltie of beaſts, againſt the ſervants 
of God, oftcntimes ſetting them on 'vpon them | 
asthoir prey, (which-was the vſuall death of many | 
Chriſtians in the Primitive Church, appointed 
alſo for Daxiel by his cnemies)doe therby plainely 
{ew ; chart they arc more cruell then the beaſts 
themſetues, ' For the ſauage beaſt is contentco bee 
cruell himſetfe, and-hathinot (astheſe men have) | 
belides his owne #t»rall and in-borne crucitie, a (' 
generatine and ſeminall craeltic, whereby hee ma» 
keth others likecrnell with himſelfe. Ofthis cru- 
eltie, fo farre ſurpaſſing rhat which is in beafts, | 
 Wicliffes bones, Bucer and Phagiaa their dead bo- | 
dies, fome yea before martyred by the Papiſts in 
the fire, long aftertheir buriall, are famons and 
noble witnefſes. Againe, whereas the fierceſt 
beaſts that are, by ſubmiſſion have beene miti- 
gated and appeaſed; ſo deadly and irreconciliable 
15thcenmitic of vhe ſeede of the Serpent againſt rhe 
' Seedeof the Voman, that nothing can aſſwage rhe 
ſame,” Whereupon S«/omon ſaith, thatthe mercies 


CO eats © nr Rh 
; 


P70, 12:19, | 


of the wicked arecrnell, Hence therefore it is, that 
the ! 
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\ 


4 
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| 


4 


| ere is to change that his blacke skinne. Hence it 


——_— 


the wicked are-not. onely-. compared, . for their 
bloudie and butcherous mindes,,. vntothe wilde 
beaſts, as Vnicornes ,.Scrpents,, Dragons, Aſpes, 
Bulls, Boares, Bcares, Leviathans, Leopards, 1.i- 
ons.; and haue their hornes, tuskes, tecth;rakapes, 
poylon, pawes, mouthes, mawes, and iawesgiuen 
vnto them; but becaule theygoe beyond ( as wee 


faid) all theſe, they arc-here alſo compared to the | 


ſenſelefſe creatures of fre and water, To the fre 
in thethird verſe, when their wrath was kinaled s- 
gainſt vs: to water inthe 4. and 5. verſes, becauſe 
nothing is ſo mercileſſe as fire and water, they do-' 
ing that which-they doe, naturally, and ſo necef- | 
Arily , not being able todoc otherwiſe. The fire 


cannot of it ſelfe make an end of burning, till the | 


matter it feedeth vpon be wholly conſumed: it is 
one of thoſe foure,which ſay not, 74 is ewough, Nei- 
ther canthe violent ſtreame of water ſtay or ſtint 
it ſelfe, or ſay vntoitſelfe that which God faith , 
Thus farre ſhalt thou goe, and nofarther. $0 is it 
with theſe wicked ones, that haue made them- 
ſelucs druwke with the bland of the Saints ; cuſtome 
is curned intoanother nature in them : they have | 
ſo long bathed and ſoaked themſelues inbloud, 
that they are now throughly habituatedand radi- 
cated in crueltic, being no more able to change 
this their red-skznne died in bloud, then the Blacks- 


WW 
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is that Dawid (as ſome thinke) called SanlCuſhi, 
which ſignifieth an «/£7hi9pien,roſhew,that his in- 
ueterate hatred being naturalized in him,. was be- 


come as vnchangeable as. the a/£1b19pian5 hide. 
£ Nay, 


Pſal.23.24.1 5. 
& 58.4- fo, 
F2, 4 
Proy.17.12, 
I/ay. 


Equall tothar 
whichis in 
fire and water, 


Prok.30.15.16. 


lob 38.12. 


Ren.17.6, 


Ter.13.23. 
Pagn.nlex. 
Pſal.7.1. 

Inuia vt Atthie 
0pum,Helr, 
Cuſhim difto- 
rum pelles mu- 
tari non poſsinty 
ſic neque Saul 
odium in Dauid. 
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Parcit coonatis 
maculis (imilis 
fera. Inzen. 
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Leonum /eritas 
inter [e 101 die 
micat :Serpen- 
tum morſus non 
petit ſerpentes: 
ne maris qui- 
dembellue ac 
piſces, nifi in 
diuerſa genera 


(exiuntyPlin, bi. 


7. Philo apud 
Centuriaſt.cen- 


tur.1lib.n.ca.3. 


Macrob.Satur, 
20, Porcum 


quam prolem, 
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| maſſaere, the Spaniſh navie, ard the infinite and 


ting downeallthe former in crueltie, 'is ſufficient. 


ay, the more they drinke of bloud; the more 
they thirſt after:it,, likethe droplie man. Hence it | 
is that their throat is comparcd to an oper /epul- 
chre ; whoſe voiceis:, Gize, gine, and can never be| 


ſarisfied;\nomorethen the barrenwombe. Wee! 


neede not goe farre for examples to prove this; we 
neede not repeate thingsof former times, as the 
perſecution. in Queene Mares daycs, the Parifien 


exquiſite tortures thereim prepared for vs, This 
late: example, freſheſt in our memorics, and pur 


For whereas in other attemprs, wee onel y {opld 
haue taſtedof their vonaturall mercileſneſle'; in 
this laſt ; not onely wee (whom they count their 
enemies) bur alſo (together with our ſelues)many 
of their owne friends.and favonurers ſhould bauc 
beeneblawne vp: wherein they ſhewed them: 
ſclues worſethenbedſts;having noreſpeR ot thoſe 
of their owne kinde, and ſo ſhewed themſcines 
right Herodians, naturall- ſonnes of tl.at 01d but- 
cher Herod; who is reported in that Berhjemirical] 
maſſacre, for the making of all ſure, not to haue 


ſpared his owne ſonne: which as it gaue occalion | 


to Auguſtus to lay, It wasbetter to be Herods ſwine 
then ſonne; ſothis praice of the Papiſts may alike 
occaſion 'vs to ſay; that it is better to bee the Popes 
beaſt then barne, doggethin darling. And whereas 
in other Treaſons the Lotds Anointed was onely 
aimed at; herealſo the' very flower of the chicfeſt 
and-choiſeſt of the whole land ſhould baue beene 


 — 


cutoff in'a'moment, at one blow: As though 
Se ha 
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might. get ſome new' head-againe afterward, and 


| much:to-wandertheteat: forthey doe not-other 
| then-/is their kinde-:In the integritieof nature , 
| man indeed was a God vnto man ; but now, in this 


A————— 
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had not beene punifihment -chough for cthewhole 
body to beeitnade; headlefſe;: vnleſſe (for feare it 


ſo revive) ' by their mangling:and martyring of 
the ſeucrall-parts, it-were: allo mate vwehnberle/ſe, 
So true. inithem ſhould; that iof: S4/omen have 
beene, A ftone is beauy, and the ſand waightie , but 
4 fooles wrath is heanter then both. '_And it is better 
£0: weetea:Beare robbed of her whelpes , then a-foole in 
bismgers i omios vinv wid ninety fot 

© The vſeof thisdoQrine, concerning the cruel- 
tic of the wicked, is two-fold, Firſt, when.we haue 
experience thereof, itt: muſt teach.vs , not ouer- 


corrupt and degenerate nature, man is become 


P19Wez7.3+ 
Prok:17.12, 


V[e2. 


Homo homii 
Dentss 
Hom boemm 


a Wolfe vnto man ; and what marvel is:ic. to ſec | Lupus, 


Wolucs deuouring :ſheepe ? Sothen itis no mar- 
uell to ſee wicked men breaking out into ſuch ex- 
tremitie and outrage of madneſle ; nay, it were a 
maruell onthe other ſide if they ſhould not doe | 
ſo : as it were a great maruell if a Wolfe ſhould 
bee inthe flocke among the ſheepe, without doing | 
of harme. Itisa wonder then, that there being ſo 
many Wolues and Lions, that is, men of lioniſh 
and woluith diſpoſitions, there is no more hurt 

done thenis : thecauſe whereof is nor in the Li- | 
ons, or Wolues, whoſe teeth water after their 
prey,bcing in their eyc-{ight continually; but the 
curbing and reſtraining power of G o Þ», that 


chaines them, and confines them within their li- 
E 2 : mits, 
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mits,and fo will got foftercheta:to rynne oor. vnts | 
thatviviencethartheir owne naturehead-ftrongly 


carricth them vnto.:Secondly, this muſt cauſe vs 
to ſabmir our ſelucsmeckely and quietly, yeaioy. 


fully andthankfolly, tothofe corretions which 
Gods owneliandiimmediatcly inflifteth vpon vs, | 


yea, andtopray with Dazia,that.wee may rather 
fallinco the handsof God, then of man, becauſe 
(as the fame Daw addeth): there is. great merit 
with Ged, cucn in his very corrections, Foruw his 


anger ( as-the Prophet ſpeaketh)) hee remembreth 


mercie, mono himzocorre& vs (as itis in 
Teremies prayer).with mdgement, and not in fury, 
rnd rv roaey 1.7 orenpman 8, | 
ration;proportioninghis corre&tions toour weak- 
neſle, andfecking ourpood in and by them, But 
if wee beiginen oncrintothehands of the wicked, | 

| thereisno mercieto bee found at their-hands;no | | 
© | moderation to beeexpeRed:: therewill beno hoe | | 


with them,rtil] they hauemadea finalldifpatch of 
vs,no morethenthcre is with the fire, which will 
not goe out;till the combuſtible matter be wholly 


waſted. They -cannever'finde in their hearts to. 


ſay that tothemſelues, which God did to his de- 


ſtroying Angell,» hen he was ready to have ſmit- | 
ten Teruſalem with the peſtilence, 2t is enough, put 


wp thyſword; or that which was ſpoken to Abra- 
ham, ready-to ftrike his fonne, ſtay thy hand. Nay, 


wee may not looke forthat favour at their hands | 
that theeues and robbers by nighe vic to ſhew, | 


who give ouer ſtealing when they hauc enough, 
and leaue ſomething behinde them, as thegrape- 
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eatherers alſo doc ſome grapes, 0649. 5. No here- 
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and inundation of waters, that carrieth downe 
and fircepeth away whatſoeuer is in its way, de- 
moliſhing and ouet-turning bridges and houſes, 
even with the very foundations thereof, Thus 
w2s it with thoſe-Edomites, who at thedeſtruRti- 
| on of Teruſalem cricd amaine, Razeit, raze it ts the 
| fonngation thereof. Nay, ſo farre are they from ha- 


vs, being at their mercy , that there can bee no 
orcater pleaſure or delight vato them , thento ſee 
the vemoſt of their crueltie executed vpon vs. As 
that wicked Faux, the Deaill in this aRion, being 
asked what he would haue done after the fire had 
'beene put to the powwder,an{wered, that he would 
goe ſee the ſport in the fields. A right Edomite, that 
could withiſo toyfull an eye have beholden the day 


 udahin the day of their afflic#zon. It was buta crucl! 
| ſpeech of 4hner to 10ab, Let the young men now ariſe 
 'and play before vs. Hee accounted fighting, which 
\could not be without bloud, to bee but matterof 
'game and paſtime ; which yet was more tolerable 
\1n him,fpeaking of that fight which was to bee be- 
twixt perſons of inferiour ſort, and equa:ly mat- 
ched among themſelucs , ſo that they might on 
| both ſides giue as good as they tooke: But here to 
account it a matter of ſport and merriment, to ſce, 
nottherefuſe of the people, but the Lords Anoin- 
ted, the breath of our noſtrils, our gracious Queene, 


and all their Royall iſſae, the ſage Counlcllors, 
= 4 the 


ving any relenting compalsionate hearts towards: 


'of bis brother , andhaue reioyced oner the children of 


, f | Obad.s, 
in they doe ſhew themſelves like ro this torrent, | 
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the reucrend Biſhops, the worthy Lords, the ge- 
nerous Gentlemen, yea, three whole famous king- 
domes, as having bur one necke, cut oft at one 
blow, and that treacherouſly, they not being able 
inany ſort-to defend themſclues : this cannot but 


| argue a minde that hath cuen. /old and wholly 


emancipatedit ſelfevntocrueltic. But who is able 


ro apprebend the thouſand part of that ſauage and | 


barbarous butcherie, which we to our great woe 
ſhould haue feltin caſe they had preuailed? Their 
former practices, and this late plot, are ſufhcient 
to teach vs how they are hardened in their hard- 
heartedneſle, and confirmed in their crueltic ; that 
not the leaſt dram of any mercy may bec expected 
at their hands, 

T herefore let vs intreat the Lord, of all tempo- 
rall iudgements, to keepe' this furtheſt from vs ; 
that wee may not bee deliuered: to that mercilcile 
generation, whoſe teeth are ſwords, and their tawe's as 
knines, to eate vp the people of God: let vs delire 
the Lord, rather to humble vs ſome other way, to 
correct vs himſelfe, to take vs into his owne ſchoo- 
ling, and herein to ſhew himſelfe a tender and in- 
dulgent Father towards vs, by correQing vs him- 
ſelfe,and not truſting his hard-hearted flaues with 
the correRing of vs, who know not to make an 


| endof ſcourging of vs, till they hauc alſo made an 


cad of vs whom they ſcourge. 

A necrer cauſe of that deſtruQion like! y to be- 
fall Iſracl,is here noted tobe the violent vehemen- 
cie of the anger of their aduerſaries : When rheir 
wrath waskindled againſt vs, 

Where 


=" 


| 
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ctherous the rage of angeris, and whither it carri- 
eth thoſe that arc led and moucd thereby, cuen to 
the vileſt and moſt outragious exceſle of wicked- 
neſſe that may be. As wee ſee here jn the enemies 
of Iſrael, whoſe wrath would haue driuen them 


to this mercileſſe and miſerable maſſacre of Gods 


people, - Sazls furic was that which ſpurred him 
onto thedarting of his ſpeare at innocent David. 
So truely is anger called a ſhort madneſle, as diffe- 
ring from madneſſe onely in time. Let vs learne 
then ſo to be angry, that wee /inne not, to moderate 
and qualifie our anger, yea tocurbe and bridle it, 
leſt otherwiſe in giving place toit, we doe withall 
Zine place to the Dinell, whois atourc]bow alwaies, 
at ſuch occaſions, miniſtring oyle to the fire of 
our furie, that wee may caſt our ſelues headlong 
euen into moſt deepe and deſperate miſchiefes. 
Nehemiah , in that his iuſt and holy anger concei- 
ued againſt the Governours for their oppreſhon, 
did not preſently in all the haſte lyevpon them, 
but firſt pauſed a while , conſidering and conſu]- 
ting what courſe were beft for himto take in repre- 
hending and reforming of them. Andif wee muſt 
bee thus icalous over our ivſtand lawfull anger, 
how much more then over our rath, heady, and 
heedlefle anger? 


Laſtly, to conclude this firſt point , concerning | 


the deſcription of thoſe many perils imminent 
and impendent ouer the Iſraclitesz letvs marke 
how long the Plalmiſtdwellcth in this deſcripti- 


on, and how cepious hceis in the amplification 
thereof, 


Where we may ſee how miſchievous and mur- | 
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thereof, by many moſt proper and pregnant (imi- 
litudes. Which how they do agree with his ſcope 
and drift in this place, hath already ſufficientiy 
beene.ſhewed. Principally the compariſon fian- 
deth ip this, that the violence and outrage of their 
vabounden and vnlimited affections, and the ha. 
wocke which they make when they have ſcope, is 
no whit lefle then that which is cauſed by inun- 
dation of waters. And henceitis, thatthe hea: 
then Pocts, when they would (et forth any ſuch 
like violence, as is here deſcribed, hauc vicd the 
very ſelfe-ſame ſimilitudes. Though yet there 
may be many orher reſemblances ſhewed, wherein | 
the enemics of Sion are like to the violent current 
and torrent of waters. As, in that from ſmall be. 
ginningstheyariſe,and proceed on to further mil- 
chicfes; like the floud of water, which cnlargcth 
and dilatcch it. ſelfe by and in the going , though 
the firſt head whercit began were but ſmall. And 
vnto the noiſe which theſe ſwelling waters com- 
monly make,anſwering thegreat proud and ſwel. 
ling words of their thundering threatnings. And 
looke how. the oucr-flowing waters, whenthey 
haue caſt downe one houſe, are ſo much the fitter 
and abler to caſtdowne another, as hauing recei- 
ued increaſe of ſtrength from the firſt houſe caſt 
downe, which it carricth with ir ſelfe, to make aſ- 
ſavle vpon the ſecond : ſo likewiſe the wicked, 
whenthey have done one miſchiefe, ſo farre arc 
they from being weary, or waxing faint in euill 
doing,that they feele themſelues firter andfreſher, 
more luſtic andliucly for the doing cuen of farre | 
more 
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more —_—_— things. To the which alſo this 

may bee added, that as in Summer theſe torrents 
(as their name importeth) being drie, yet in Win- 
ter (having the ſnow and raine (as he ſpeaketh) in 
ſtead of a fountaine) they doe mightily ouerflow: 
ſoin the Summer dayes of peace, the malicious 
affetions ofcruell men ſeeming to containe.them- 
ſelues, in the Winter of perſecution breake forth 
inall outrage of madneſſe. 

Theſe and ſuch like likeneſſes, may be obſerued 
betwixt the torrent of waters,and of the vnbridled 
affetions of perſecutors. | 

But the ſpeciall point which I rather obſerue 
fromthe Pſalmiſts long inſiſting in, and ſo plenti- 
fully deſcribing of this point, is this; namely, that 
he that would trucly, out of the conſideration of 
Gods mercy, bce thankfull for the ſame, muſtfirſt 
of all throughly apprehend that depth of miſery, 


into the which, without that mercy of God, hee 
muft nceds haue fallen. Therfore doth the Church 
firſt of all thus inlargeir ſelfe in the meditation of 
her danger, that by this meanes, feeling the ſee? 
of her deliucrance, ſhee might the more enlarge 
her hcart in thankeſgiuing. Rom. 7. Paul having 
throughly pondered his wofull eftate without 
Chriſt, till he was forced tocry out, Miſerable may 
that 1am, &c.doth preſently vpon this breake out 
into thankeſgiuing for bis deliverance by Teſus 
Chriſt; 1 hanke God through leſus Chriſt, Andas 
this is the onely way to make vs right thankeful] 


3 
> Apprehenfion 


for our ſpiritual], ſo alſo for our temporall deline- 
rances. | 


That 
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Mat.3.10. 
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| mel (commanded by his owne bloud-thirſtie 


That then thou maicſt {ce what it is God bath 
done fer thee inthis thy late preſervation, and fo 
what thankesthey are thou oweſt for the ſame, ir 


{hall bee good for thce, in thy more ſerious medi. | 


rations, to repreſent vnto thine cyes, and foto. 

reſent thy minde with the fearcfull ſight of thar 
Facke and bloudie day, wherein the face of all things 
ſhould haue beene ſo ſodainely and aiferably 
changed. Bchold «£gyprs derkneſſt inuading the 
Church. Babels confa/ron in the Common-wealth. 
Behold (eucry naturall'childe) thedeſolate wid- 
dow-hood and orbitic of our common mother, 
this Eneliſb 1/rael, fitting in aſbecs, childleſſe and 
comfortleſſe, ſeeing her tendreſtinfants baptized 
in their owne bloud; and hike another Rabel, la- 


menting the Herodian maſſacre, and refuſing | 


comfort, becauſe ther children are not. Behold, 
not Abrahaw commanded: by God, and glad ro 
hearethe inhibiting voice of God:; butrather 1/- 


heart, gricucd to heare God countermanding, and 
ſaying, Stay thy hand ; yea, loth to belecue chatir 
is 'God,” butrather the Devil!) behold, I ſay, this 
curkd | , with his butcherly rooles appro- 
ching ro the throat of poore J/a«ck, bound vpon 
the Alrar. Behold the whole land in her moſt pi- 
tifull nakedneſle, as hauing her chiefeft taues and 
ſaies taken from her ; The firong man, and the 
men of warre, the Iudge, aud the Prophet, the pru- 
dent, and the aged. Sce the harchers which were 
found /ai4 to the roots of the trees, flying thicke and 
three-fold in our woods, hewing and hacking 


downe, 
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downe, not the lower ſhrubs onely, but the | 
goodly tall Cedars of Lebanon, yea, that prince. 
| ly and royall Cedar, hauing ſo many goodly 
boughes and branches, vader the ſhaddow wheresf 
wee all thought to hide our ſelues. See (I ſay) the 
fire comming out of the bramble , and conſuming the 
Cedars of” Lebaxon ; yea, our fence and hedge, and 
all the ſtrong ſtakes therein ; and fo that being 
downe, the wilde Boares of the Forreſt running 
and rulhing in, and rooting vp the Vineyard of 
che Lord. Then maicſt thou ſee the torrent of 
their fury making as greata torrent of our bloud, 
ouer-flowing the ſirects ; deflruiFiows come to aper- 
petuall end; our Cities levelled with the ground; 
Matronsraviſhed ; Virgins defloured all ancient 
lawes defaced; the name and the memoriall of 
| our Iſrael razed androoted out ; a Chaos of con- 
fuſion, and a more then Cyclopicall anarchie over- | 
whelming and oucrturning all things. And yet 
ſtill in thy meditations maieſt thou leade thy | 
minde along further with Ezekiel, roſce wore, not 
onely abominations, but allo deſolation; yea, that 
abomination of deſolation it ſc|fe , perking vp into 
the holy place, vantingandietting itin the Temple 
of God; the pure and clcere light of the Goſpell 
flying before thatgroſle and palpable darkneſſcof 
| that myſterie of iniquitie; the candleſtickes , that 
held forth thislight, broken in pieces ; and ſo mil- 
lionsof ſoules in thatthicke and foggic darknefle, 
as it were choaked with a dampe, deſcending 
| downe to the darkneſſe of the deepe, to the place of 
| viter derkneſſe. When thou art come thus farre, to 
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a-moſt fearetull ſpetacle, euen one of Agyprs 
plagues (nay,farrc exceeding them all) preſenteth 
1r ſelfe vntothine eyes. T hole Zeſuites, or rather 
buſes, the croking frogs ſpoken gf in the Renela- 
tien, which beforclay hid in their obſcure mudde, 
loc how then in that darke-and diſmal! day ( as 
being their very hoare, and the power of darkneſſe ) 
chey would hauc come forth in (warmes, couc- 
ring the face of theearth, crawling vp into our 
chambers, yea, into our Churches : loe then Ha- 
ger and 1/mael, not long ſince caſt out with bagge 
and baggage, ioyfully reentring againe, and inſo- 
lently crowing ouer honourable dame Sarah, and 
driving her with her 7/aack out of the Family, 
W hat eyes could have endured this ſo lamentable 
and ſhamefull a ſight, whercat that great eye of the 
world would hauccloſed itſelfe, and the heavens 
themſelucs haue bluſhed ? or what cares could 
have abidden rhe hearing of thoſe deboſhed r1- 
tells, walking amongſt heapes of dead carkaſes , 
and breathing out that vnſauoric voice, ſtinking 
worſe then the carkaſes themſclues z An encmie 
/laine ſmelleth well : «Citizen better ? Would there 
not then haue becne cauſe to have wiſhed with 
leremy, that our hcads were /ountaines of teares} 
nay, wonld there not then have becne matter 
cnough for another /eremyto haue made another 
| booke of Lamentations? might wee not then 
have hung vp eur harpes on the willowes, and be- 
taken our ſelues to the ſinging of dolcfull dittics 
and mournefull Elegics ? Might wee not then 
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hauc faid, How doth the Citre remaine ſolitarie , that 
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Andagaine: O God,thine.ewemies are come into thine 
inheritance z thy holy Temple hage they defiled , and 
made Jeruſalem heapes of ſtones : dbe dead:bodtes of 
| thy ſeruents haue they giuen to bee meate unto the 


there was none tobury them. And againe: Thine ad. 
uerſaries rore in the midieſt of thycongregations , and 
fſetwp their banners for ſignes : they have caſt thy 
SantZuarie into the fire: they haue burnt all the Syna- 
gogues of God inthe land: wee ſee not oar (ignes : there 
is not one Prophet more, &c. If wee {hall in this 
manner ſ{criovſly meditate of thoſe miſcries which 
oun aducrfaries would have brought vpen vs, we 
(hall notably prepare our hearts for the magnity- 
| ing of the riches of Gods mercy , that hath pre- 
uentedtheſe ſo many miſchiefes: then ſhall wee 
ſee how much wee are beholding vnto God for 
our lines, liberties, eatmg our bread under our 
owne figge-tree,the inioyment mutuall one of ano. 
ther, and of his holy Goſpell; of all which hee 
hath now as it were Ict a new Leaſeto vs, and 


to renvetheir youth againe. And this doubtleſle is 
thecavſethat men are ſo little thankefull for this 
ſo great a deliuerance, becaule they want eyes 
to ſee the height, depth, bredrh and length of 
that Ocean of miſery prepared for them. W hich if 


fowles : their bloud hue they ſhed like water , and | 


cauſedthem all, being neeredeath, with the Eagle | 


| 


EY they 


| 31 | 
ws fadl of proplet fhee is a widdow ; fheexweepeth con- Tot 
| tenwally; the wajes of Sion lament , ieranſe 19 man 
cormeth to the ſalemme feaſts: all her gates are deſo- 
late; the Priefisſigh ; ber Virgins ave di{comfited; 
the Foxes runne vpon the ae folate mountaine of Sion. Lament,5.20, 
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they could fce (a3 who may not ſee, that will bur 
vie hiseyes 2) then alſothey ſhould ſee, and ſee- 
ing admire andadorca farre more infinite height, 
depth and length of Gods mercy in their deliue- 
rance. And thus much of the firit part of this «ſ- 
ſumption, the deſcription of thoſe dangers the 
Church was in: come wee now to the ſecond part, 
wherein we hauc the meanes of their cſcaping out 
of thoſe dangers, namely, the helpe of God, which 
is made the ſole and (olitaric cauſc:; /f the Lord 


| bad wot beene on our ſide. 


Where we may learne, that howſocuer thereis 
never any delinerance out of any danger, without 
the prouidence of God) yet otherwhile this pro- 
uidence is more plainely and palpably to be diſcer- 
ned; there comming no ſecondary cauſes betwixt 
ourcyeand it: ſothat we muſt necds be inforced 
roacknowledge this prouidence the onely cauſe, 
and to ſay, If the Lord had not beene on our [id:, wee 
had periſhed ; which arguerth an vtter defect of, or 
elſe, at lcaſt, great impotence z» the meanes, Here 
chen is place forthar of the Plalmiſt, The Lord with 
his owne right hand hath got himſelfe the vittorie. | 
Here is no partner to ſhare with him, and ſo to 
detrat or defalke any thing from his intire, abſo- 
lute, and plenary praiſe: here is no Saud, to whom 
thouſands, or Dauid,to whom ten thouſands may be 


aſcribed z but God goeth away ſhcere with all. 


This immediate working of God, and ſtretching 
out of his owne naked arme, to reſcue and releeve 
his Church, hath very plainely diſcovercd it ſelfe 


in this our late deliuerance, For howſocver there | 
may 
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may appeare ſome ſhew of meanes, yet they are 
ſuch,as do rather furtherilluſtrate the providence 
of God. 

Firſt,a Letter was written; in which theſe things 
may be obſcrued : | 

Firſt, that it diſcouered the plot, onely :» gexe- 
ral, ſothat if there had not beene a further matrke 
of God, wee had beene neuer a whit the better 
for it, 

Secondly, that the Letter was not entended by 
the writer for our good ; but onely his, ro whom 
he wrote. Therefore wee are no more bcholding 
to this ſcribe for our preſeruation, then David was 
cothe Philiſtims, who by their invaſion of the 
land recalled Saw{from purſuing after him. 
Thirdly, itis to bee conſidered, whence it was 
chat this Letter ſhould be thus written : ſurely ir 
can beaſcribed tono other cauſe, then the imme- 
diate hand of God, that thus bercaued him of that 
craftic and cunning policic, wherein they had for- 
merly carricd all chings; and now, in concluſion , 
cauſed him toplay the foole, in betruſting a man, 
not throughly ried. with /o great 4 ſecret. 


I. Writing of 
the Letter, 
Where 3. 


I. 


I1.S21,23.27,28 


Zo 


Secondly, that Noble man that received the 
Letter, preſently reucaled it, and ſo gave occaſion 
of further ſcarch and inquiric to be made into the 
matter, Yet Gods providence is nothing hereby 
obſcured, but further clecred : for whence was it, 
that that Noble man ſhovld bee made an inſtru- 
ment hereof? whence was it, I ſay, that contrarie 
to the advice of the writer, hee ſhould make ſo | 


good vicof thoſe letters? Surcly that bloudie and. 
F4 rrcaſonable 
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of the Letter, 
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him thereunto. And thus the prouidence of God 
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treaſonab leRchgiondid:net teach him fo: ro: doe; 


 bythis meanesis more manifeticdy rhenifthel.or- 
cer had beene written to ſome zealous dereſter of 


 popiſkſuperfiitom, 
1 


i 


res 


cell) butthimſclfc alſo? whence (I ſay) couldi this 
be; butfronſbmeſpeciall_ inſtin& from! God, i#: 
whaſthawds re the'hearts:of Kings, awdiarcaſfetted 
and poſſeſſed: with thoughts and apprehenfions, 
accordi ro-hiz.owne: will and pleaſure? And 


wardithe malefactor.,, .whenhocwaswberappro! 


'over-rulingprovidoneroh Gog ?' So rhenmovanys 
of .]| theferhreeany.thinglerteth; bur tharGods 
(ole power and|prouidence may alono triumph! 
in ch1sourdelivcrance; Nenhberdoubr], bur thar: 


7 
: 


andito yeeld it wholly to God:;- having: their: 
'mouthes openedto ſay withthePfalmift;Not unto 
'Vs, ot unto'ws.; buttunte thy N ant; A Lord, ue 


P/al.11$.15,16. | 


. 
FR 


bird|y;abaucall othermeancs, the Lords 4n- | 
noimes oxcallevts; who, being uv/t as an Angell of 

God, doubred ſome plot. But whence was thisthar | 
his Maieſty ſhould chuscxcoll, notonely allothers, | 
(cuenhiswholeſowiſeand: cxperienced:a Coun+| 


chough:ſamerbing may.bergginen:in that already-| 
ſpoken of, va ſcoomdurie: cauſes; yerthar aftor- 


' within,  haddone thedecde-inpart;, whad cavſe'| 
then (hall thore:bo alſignediof chus;.. burthe onoly-| 


both: his ©Maieſtierandrtiar honourable Lord! are | 
ready ro-pur fromthemſolucs the: praiſe thereof, | 


DO at I MCT AAR 


the-glory: Let then that voice of 203) and deliwerance: 


be 


IR 


Oo —— 


ditng rhoſe!our hunters? Wero'not they almoſt 
,aynecre vs; as S2HE Was: Dama? Had:rhey:inor 


| 


gain(t her aduerfaries.. | finde! foure fpeoiall oft 


from her': angithen'irfareth with:choſe mighty! 
 Nimrer that huh: afterr the precious ſoules'ofi 


infunting; as @\PwtHdaniw rhe mountaines, the: 
| Lord ſtarted vp'tho Fly :/frmes;. ava netv' game for 


09hd\p2uþ, Pfabne,: 


bebeardinhec bouufes.ofelve righreoust;Therighr 
hindof th: Lorabbath tonewantianily;:the right: bund 
of the-Lord is exalted; the right handoff the: bord” hath 
done yrohpoummly.. Letvws not ſaorefite tooows nettes: 
but with Iſracl here ſay, If the Lord had not beene 
owour /ide, ( Ad aling for further af. 
fection') If this Lord had wot beene on our [idr whew 


men'roſe vp againfus they had: thanſwallowed vs vp| 


quicker.  FULY + 4077 $4224 1 th 

Burkere itſhall begood for vsrocontider alitele: 
ofrhoſe wayes-whiots God rakerty, when by: bis 
immediate prouidence hehelpethb” His-Churets as: 


theſe wayesnoredim'Serprute,. . 
\ The firſt is ;wlzen by! catting:other: occaſions 
inthe wayes of our aduerfarie;hedivertoth theny 


men, ' as with' commwon-and ordinary! huntbrs:;| 
whoin purſuit of onc beaſt; findingarottier;lezus 
cheformer, and follow'thelatter.. ' An:example: 
hereof /we have in David whom whlent Sau: was 


him;and'fo withdrew himftory Daviz.: And did| 
nor the Lordivſe! therſame: holy Arte inidoju- 


the come vponvs;. anttakem vs, lnaq\nar God 
by a' meſſenger-bringingthe vawelcomeo and 'vn+ 
expetted'ridingsofrfieir owne danger; recalled: 


— 9 — - 


| And further 
cxpliration of 
{1t,by thoſe 
courſes which 
! God taketh, 

| working 1m- 

| mediarelyfor 
[his Church: 

' Which are 4. 

I 
Diuerting of 
the aduerſa- 
ries trom her, 
by other occa- 
fions, 

Gen. 10.s. 


1.54M.26,20, 


I;SARh 2352.2, 


So was it with 
VS. 


chem from vs? Sorhat:your Grace, your: Hanne, | 
and 


+ — 


E- 


LES 


h— 


 P/al.g4-17, 


2 


Striking them 


with ſome 
iudgement. 


2.K/#g.1 $+Z $. 


Sext.Aurel. 


1-King 13-4. 
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EQ omfortable Meditations 
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and all ofthis familic, may in more ſpeciall. man. 
ner ſay,Jf the Lord bad not beene on 08r ſide, in ſpeci- 
all ſort, over andbclides his being on the (ide of 
thc reſt ofour brethren, owr./oulcs had long' ere this 
dweltin ſllences i OO too 1) | 
The ſecond is, when God ſtriketh-the aducrſa- 
ric with ſome fearefull jiudgement,cither in body, 
or minde, or both ; whereby hee diſableth them 
for cftcQing their purpoſes. T hus Sennacherib and 
his hoaſt was ſmitten by Gods Angell. Thus Y«- 
lens the Emperours hand, when hee tooke his pen 


| to confirme the ſentence of Ba/ils baniſhment, 
ſirucken of God, ſhooke and {hrunke, not ableto | ' 
hold the penne. T bus /eroboams hand , iretching | 


out it ſclfe againſtrhe Prophet, withered. And 
thus, no doubt, rather then ſuch a miſchicte 
ſhould bave happened, ſhould it in the iuſt iudge- 
ment of God, hauc fared with that vnhappy 
hand, which ſhould hauckindled thar fatall fire. 
Rather(I ſay) then it ſhould: bave beene able ro 
have effeed ſo difaſterousan ation, God would. 
haue made it, in the very afte of putting foorth 


| ir ſelfe, like the hand of infamous /eroboam. . Thus. 
2.King 6.18.19: 


alſo God deliuered Elpefrom that great army of 
the Arewtes,come out againſt him but one poore 
lilly man : hee (mote them with blindneſſe and 
dizzineſſe of braine, ſo thatthe Prophet droue 
them (like woodcocks into the net ).intothe mid- 
deftof Sawarias. And thus God likewiſe deliucred 
vs at thistime,by blindingand beſotring the trai- 
tors, that they ſhould communicate their coun- 
ſelsvntoothers, when they were almoſt come to 
| X the 


I” 


- 


L ED e—m——_— 


the vp{hot, notwithſtanding that depth of filence 
and ſecrecie, wherein for a long ſpace they had-hid 
them before. Which alſo-was the overthrow! of 
_Abſalem,and ſo the deliverance of Dazrd,- in-that 
God (trook him in the braine, and infatuated him, 
that he ſhould reie&tthe good counſelof Achitophel 
(200d for his treaſon, otherwiſe no leſle peſtilenr 
then politicke) and to apprehend and embrace 
the counſel of Huſhaizdirettly overthrowing thoſe 


| very intentions which(ſeemingly)ir ſupported. 


I 


T hethird is, when God ſoftenethand ſubdueth, 
meekeneth and mitizateth the hearts of the aducrſa- 
ries; as hee did Pauls;whom hearrefted and fſeazcd 
vpon by his ſpirit, as he was fiercely and furiouſly 
marching out againſt the Chri/trans. 

The fourth is, when God himſelfe diſcloſeth 
the deepe counſels of the enemies as hee did to 
E/iſha,the plots and purpoſes of the TAramites;and 
of theſe late traitors,to our gracious King. 

Againe,we may further note from hence, how 
that God is not onely a beholder, but alſo a party 
in thoſe afflitions which cuil men raiſe vp againſt 
che Church, In theſe contentionsand daily con- 
flifts betwixt 1/7ael and Admaleck, the peoplevt 
God and the Church of the malignant, God doth 
not behave himſelfe like! politicke and worldly 


wiſe men, who can (ic ſtill and looke on, whiliſt 
incontention the aduerſe parties are fighting to- 
gether; butthey themſelucs will not ioyne with 
either of them: no,Godis no ſuch neuter, he will 
be a party,hee will cake a (ide preſently, and thar 


| [hal be the right fide, the fide of his owne Church. 


Hence 


2.54M. 17.14, 


The curning 
of theirhearrs, 
as of the A 
gy prians tos 
wards the lf 
raclires. 
Afte9.3-4. 


4 
Telling tales 
of them.And 
this alſo may 
beexemplified 
in our preſer= 
uation. 

2, ng 9.9. 
Dottr.2. 
God rakerh 
the lide ofhis 
Church in all 
oppoſitions 
againſt her, as 
a party inter- 
eftcd in them, 
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 Congarighle Medaations == 


Aft 9.4- 


V/e.r. 


Zachz.8$. 


| Rom.3,z r, 
P/al,3.6. 


Pſal.1.7.t- 


2,K#7, I9, 22. 


| Comfort to 
the-Church 

in all croubles 
in aſſurance of 
happy 1fluc, 
Iſay 6349. ' 


CEO EI 


| her (ſelfe, The cenlideration of which point isvery 


| As; when Sa/awss going out againft the Chriſti 
|: g25, ee baw Ori himielte, maketh himſelfe ag 

| one pf them 5: Sanl,Sant, why porſecuteft thou mee? 
| And when Sevachoribopened hismouth to belch 


"The Lard s the ftrength of nxy tife, of whom ſhall 1 be | 


 Hancetis.ahas God doth fo:aken in Saripture 


intsreft; bigy/cifo in shetroubles of his children, 


.forth4bevename of his malice againſt Hezochrab, 
the Lardaskethbim,algeinf whon haft thou reued, 
Aug pk owe hoſt thou prouked tommrat'?: eurn the holy 
Oneof iſrael. For it cannot \be otherwiſc, but thar 
God beeingin {o ſpeciallJeague, and bauing fo 
neere communion with bis Church,ſhould have 
common,e friends, ſoalſo enemies, together with 


profitable. 

/- For firſt of all,it yeeldeth great comfort for the 
cbildren-gf. Godin their atHiftions by wicked 
menzforaſmuch asthey know thatchey baue God | 
on their ſide; he is in company with them, 2zr- «- 
bled in all therr troubles, being very ſenlible of all 
their injuries, as contumcliovs indignities vnto 
himſclte; whep they are ronched, &eling the 4p- 
ple of bis owne eyetouched. Courage then, poore 
Chrifians. If God be:thus on your (ide, you may 
boldly dare tethbe very teeth the proudeſt aduer- 

aries, and challenge them with Pas!, ſaying, 1#/ho 
can be azainſi v1? you may then dafely ſay with 
Dazid, 1 wil{not be afraide though tenwne thouſands of 
adner ſarve s ſhvuld riſe vp agaanſs mee, and apaine, 


afraid? W bena ſideinbattaile goeth to the wort, | 


ſodoeall thatare on that ſide. So then, if wee 
| ſhovld 


| 


es aa rr = AAA" 


— ee eres. 


on the 12:4. P/alme, 


(hould be ouerthrowne, God himſeclfe, who 15 ON 
our fide, ſhould alſo be oucrthrowne ; bur this is 


| impblſible, and therefore it is as impolhblethac 


we ihould be wholly overthrowne: and itis as 
calic for the wicked to root out Chreft out of hea- 
nen, as his Church out of the carth. For hce is 
on the ſide of his Church, as the hcadis on the 
fide of the body : ſothar if Chriſt can bee a bodi- 
leſſe head, the Churchalſo may then bea head- 
lefſe body. God in Scripture is often compared 
to a ſhield , inregard of that defence which hee 
yecldeth to his Church and children, Now the 
{hield is betwixt the body and the darr, fencing 
off the blow; anditcherecomeanydart, it muſt 
light firſt on the ſhield, and paſſe through it into 
the body, Sce then how ſafe we arc, that hauc 
ſo impenetrable a ſhicld. If any hurt come at vs, 
it muſt firſt come to ovr ſhicld, Bur Godis our 
ſhicld, who cannot be hurr. God is ſaid to carry 
his Church as the Eagle doth her young ones vpon 
her wings. What neede wee then to fearc any 
arrowes? That Eaglc, on whoſe wings wee arc 
mounted aloft, fiyeth higher then any arrow : 
andifan arrow fhould come fo farre, yct it muſt 
firft paſſe through the body of our Eagle, before 
it come to vs that (it onthe toppe of his wings : 
yea, but there is no paſlage for any arrow this 
way ; that vnluckie arrow which lighteth on this 
body, findeth it as a wall of ſtone, from which 
it nehonngerh backe vponthe {hooter. Why then 
ſhould wee bee ſo fearctull, O wee of 1ittle faith ? 


becauſe the windes arc vp and blow fo ficrcely, 
the 


— 
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C omfortable Medita tons 


POPE CIS 


T, 
Inftcu&ion ro 
get God on 

e fide: 
1. Of our 
perſon. 


| andſo —_— ted in and for him. Ir is ncceſſa- 


rhe ſea ragetÞ, and the waves thereof ſtorme, and 
threaten {hipwracke? Yea, butlet vs content our 
ſclues, Chriſt 1eſusis in the ſhip with vs, what need 
wee then keepe ſuch adoe with thoſe weake Dilci- 
ples ? we ſhall have no other hapthen hce hath : if 
he be drowned, then ſhal we too, not clſe. But can 
Chrift be drowned f: can hee miſcarry ? or can wee 
bee ſafer any where elſe then in Chri/fs company ? 
Surely much rather would I bee in a broken and 
rotten ſhip toſſed with the tempeſt in the middeſt 
of the Ocean, ſo Chriſt be there, then bee inthe 
ſtrongeſt ſhipin the haven where Chri//is abſent. 
For, where Chriſt is,there is ſure ſafery,and ccrtaine 
ſaluation inthe middeſt of all dangers : as on the 
contrary, where he is not, there is vndoubted de. 
ſtruKion, cuen in the middeſt of the deepeſt and 
Rilleft peace, and ſccureſt ſafetic that may be. * 
Againe, if God in all contentions take a ſide, it 
muſt teach vs all, earneſtly to labour for the ger- 
ting of God on our (ide, on the (ide, I lay, firſt of || 
our perſons, then of our cevſe, Of our perſons, by 
being vnited vnato his Sonne 7eſue Chriſt by faith, 


rie that we ſhould firſt get God on our (ide in this 
manner, namely, on the ſide of ourperſo2s. For of- 
tentimes God 1s againſt that cauſe, which other- 
wiſe he fauoureth, being handled and managed by 
perſons whom he reſpeReth nor. 

Secondly, wee muftget God onthe {ide of our 
cauſe, which wee ſhall then doe, whenthe cauſe we 
take in hand ſhall be juſt and right. Then ſtanding | 
out in ſuchacauſe, as in ſtriving for the marinre- 
mance 


| 


—_ 


onthe 1 24. P/alme. 


nance of the farth once giuew tothe Saints, or any part 
or parcel|chercot, wee may bce {ure God will not 
be wanting therein vnto vs. And when thus both 
our perſons and cauſe ſhal] bee liked of God, wee 


cannot bur in the end proſperand preuaile. As | 


here this //rae/did, whoſe perſon, being the 1/rael 
of God,could not bur be accepted, and whoſe quar- 
rell was the moſt righteous that could be, it being 
the truercligion of God, which through their ſlides 
their adverſaries ſtrooke ar. | 

Further, this doQrine ſhould bee terrible to 
all chem that ſer themſelues againſt the leaſt of 
Chriſts luttle ones ; forinſodoing they proclaime 
open warre againſt the heauens, and fight againſt 
God himlſelfe:; but they are like to get little by 
thisz it will bee hard for themto kzicke againſt the 
prickes. O then that they could ſce how-in puſh- 
ing at any of the lively fonesof Gods Temple, they 
fpurne at the corner ſtone it lelfe,, which will make 
them for cuer being able to ſpurne againe. How 
dareſt thou then ance {0 much asto lift vp thy 
foote, yea,or to wagge the leaſt finger, to rouch the 
Prophetsof the Lord, or $0 hurt hs Anointed, which 
eucn Kings when they haue done, haue felr God 
cheir aducrſarie, and ſo. haue beene rebuked of 
him? And yet wilt thou prouoke the Lord to anger ? 
art thou ſlronger then he? art thou able as an cqual! 
match; ro make thy part good with him ? Be well 
aduiſcd, and imitatethe wiſedome of that King, 
which gong towarre, firſt ſitteth downe , and taketh 
counſel! whether he be able with ten thouſand to meecte 


him that commeth againſt him with tweniy thouſand. 
Though 


——_—_— 


” 
Terrour to the 
encmics of the 
Church, 


Af. 9.5. 


1,Pet,2,5. 
Pſal.to5.15. 
Pſal.105.14. 


I,C9r.10.32. 


Luk.14.31. 
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1 ne remorando 
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Encourage» 
ment and al- 
luremenr ts 
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themſclues uo 
Iſraels hde, 
chough affl'- 
ed, becauſe 
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ner. 
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iram viftoris | 
exaſperarent. | 
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| 82in{t the Church, doeſt by che ſame meanes fight 


Comfortable Meditations 


Though there need no great conſultation for 
this matter z Gods: weakeneſſe is ſtronger then the | 
greateſt ſtrength of man; with the very blaſt of his 
mouth, or breath of his noftrils, heeisable ro rend 
thee in pieces. O thou man, that in fighting a- 


alloagainſt God, how canft thou looketo preuaile 
in ſoaudacious an enterpriſe? Thou mayck doe 


well to ſpare thy labour, and not to trouble thy | 


ſelfe in vaine, as we ſee of late the Popilh T rai- 
tors have done, becauſe they fought againſt God, 
who was on the (ide of the Parliament Houſe, and 
was not onely preſent in, but alſo the Prelident 
ofthat honourable Councell ; and therefore they 
wereno moreable to blow vp that lower Parlia- 
ment Houſe here beneath, and Gods Licutcnant 
thercin,then that vpper Parliament Houſe of _A1n- 
gels and Saints in heaven, and God himſclfe fitting 
as King inthe middeſt thereof. 

Neither ſhould this 6nely daunt vs from fight- 
ing againſt, but alſo draw vs on to fight for 1/+ aet; 
for hee that'is not with Chriſt, is againſt him. Otho, 
when he faw his ſidethe weaker,and going to the 
walles, counſelled his ſouldicrs to' provide for 
their ſafetic, by bying them ts the winzer, It were 
good for vs to give the ſame counſel] to our 
ſclues,not as Orho : © his, taught by our owne wo- 
full experience,(though yet better then, then ne- 
ver) but likewiſe Promethenſes before-hand, ha- 
ving our eyes in our head to ſee the ſtorme com- 
ming a farrc off, cuen in the faireſt and clearcfi 
Sunne-{hine: for howſocuer for a while I/es, 


— 


hands | 


————— ———_— A a ti... ths qyti_e was. go Y_ 
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.hands waxing faint, \//r«/ may: gae_to:the wore, 
and Amaleck may preuailez and when they ſhall 
not baue /ought (God zn ane order by a ſcrious and 
ſufficient humiliation, a breach may;bce made 
amongthem by the Beniamites:: yet 5 when Moſes 
hands and //racbpenicent hearts, ſhall bauc reco- 


| ieck and Bentamin and whoſocuer they arc, that 
| with Sathan ſtand'vp againſt acl. For afſuredly; 
1/r4els (ide' being Godstide, muſt needs inthe end 
bee the winning fide. If God, and his //-ael ſided 


apolitike ſtratageme of the Lord, like that of the 
Iſraelites flying \|befote-the men of 9; rodraw 
them on' forward, for further aduantage againſt 
them, giving them alittle lightning before death. 
For at laft God will awake, 45 ove ont of /lcepe, as « 


his enemies im the hinder parts,aud put them to aperpe- 
zuall ſhame. Gods Arke may remaine captiue for a 
while with the Phil;tims, and they may ſhout and 
triurpbarthistheir ſo noble aconqueſt: but how 
long willrhis hotd ? ſhallnot cheir devilliſh Degen 
at the l«f makecunteſfie ro Gods Arke ? ſhall not 
the arke gloriouflyand vitoriouſly returne home 
out of her captiuitic? Tt is wiledomethen for thee 
to bee on the (ide of Gods Arke, though capriued; 
with '2o/esto toynethy ſelfero the'//rae! of Ged, 
though cintbralled ; 79 lay: hold ow the thirts of a 
true law; not onely (with thoſe Perſians) after his 
| viory,bur even before, when tocarnateyesthere 
1s 16 appearance of any _ , but vtteriruine. 


For 


uered and regained themſelues, then woe to Amar. 


by him, ſeeme to flie before their purſuers, it is bur | 


ſtrong man, that after his wine cricth out,and will{mite | 


— 
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Comfortable Meditations 


b- 


For God being on'his ſide, hemultneeds bee the: 
winnerand gainerintheend. And itis farre bet- 
ter, of aloſer roturne winner, then contrarily of a 
winner toturneloſer, :; + | 
Lafily,if God be on 1/raels fide, againſt her cne- 
mies,then ir ſtandeth with good reaſon that 1/rel 
ſhould bee on Gods (ide againſt his enemies. If 
God baue'holpen: vs againſt thele our ſo deadly 


foes, what a ſhame then ſhall it be. for vs ro. bee in| 


thenumber ot fuch. as the CAderofhrites were, curſed 
by Deborah. becauſe they rame not out to helpe the 
Lord azeinſt the mightie? T he Lord ftirre vp the 


| hearts of: our whole State, to fightas carneſily:| 


againſt this common aduecrſarie'of our faith, in; 
Gods:cauſe, as God of late did fight againſtthem 
in ourcauſe. God would not ſuffer them tolsy 
our glory in the duſi;, and ſhall they any longer bee 
ſuffered by-vs'to obſcure the glory and: Goſpell 
of God, by peruerting and poiſoning the ſoules of 
men with their damnable dorines? Nay, ſhould 
wee not all in-our places bee as zealous now for. 
Gods glory, as hee bath beene for burs? Hath hee 
foughr for vall this while, that wee ſhould-now' 
fight againſt him? whichall they doe; thatliuein. 
any breach of his commandements :. they take 
part with ſinncand Satan, Gods moſt;.dead|yene- 
mies, againſt God bimſelfe.”T his is theretribution 
which God - (for the-moſt part) -findethat.ovr 
hands forthis.ſogreatamercy. Men goe oy' in all 
vngodlinefſe and vnrightcouſneſle, in their: pro- 
phaneneſſe and propbaning of the Sabbaths,drun- 


where- 


kenneſle, vncleanneſſe,'and bloudy blaſphemics, | 
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wherewith, as with' ſo many darts, they pierce 
- | through the ſides ofthe Lord, Isthis our beingon 

{ Gods (ide, for his being on ours? may wee nor 
© | now iuftly complaine of our (clues with Z2ra, See- 


aud haſteiuenvs ſuch deliuerance , ſhould wee returne 
to breake thy commandements? | 

T his helpe of God towards 7/7ael is ſet forth (as 
we ſhewed abouc)by the te when it was exhibi- 
ted, When men roſe vp againſtivs, euen with wide 
and gaping mouthes, ready ro deuoure vs, 
Where we may ſec,into how deſperate and in- 
extricable dangers Gods children oftentimesarc 
brought, before ſaluation and deliucrance ariſc 
vnto them. They arcat the very brinke of death, 
and at the very mouth of the pit, before the re- 
ſcuing hand of God appeare, like fire-brands al- 
moſt conſumed, before taken out of the fire; like 
I/aack having the very knife at their throat, rea. 
dieto be ſacrificed, beforc the counter-comman- 
ding voice be heard, So that with Daxid carrying 
their ſoules in their hanas , they may lay, Yerily 
thereis but a ſtep betwixt vs and death. T hus was it 
often with Daviahimſelfe; as when hee was hem- 
med in on every ſide with Suls armie, and ſaw 
n2 way to eſcape: and againe afterward, when 
the people of Zigleg were ready to ſtone him, So 
' was italſo with /choſaphat and Hezechiah, when 
thoſe huge armies were come to the very gates of 
leruſalem : neither doth God doe this without 


weighty reaſons. 


ing thaw our God haſt ſtaied vs from being beneath , 
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wight.make, his glory che greater; whenthus ina 


' moment and- turning. of a';hand he turncs. the 
| wheele, andcauſeth light ſodainly to fpring forth, 


not onely in, but out of darknefle, To breake a 
twigge,\1ycalic, and may bee done with the little 
fingeralmoſt; bur whenit is growne t0-a ſirong | 
and confirmed tree, then to breake. it, and that as | 
ealily as another. would doe a twigge, is an cui- 
dent. proofe of a right Semon-like ſtrength, For 


God to have reſtrained the enemies-when they 


were butweake [Incipients, in their firſt end, and 
raw beginnings, would nothaue ſeemed (o great 
a matter: but then to rebuke them, when they 
aregrowne-to their. full. height and ripeneſſe of 
perfc&ion,. that they may ſeeme tomans.rcafon | 
paſtrecalling; this (I ſay) doth farre. morefully 


| commend the power of God to vs. And for God 


to have put out the fire, when it wasonely in con- 
cciuing flame ,. might have ſeemed eaſier : but in 
the middeſt of the rage, when broken torth into 
moſt furious flames, and ſo become a deuourin 

fire, thento reſtraineir, that it hurt not Shadvach, 
Meſhach, and. abednego, that are inthe middeſt of 
it, this cannot but in our eye ſcemea farre greater 
matter ; and a farre more ſenſible evidence of 
Gods omnipotencie muſt it needs bee to vs, to bee 
plucked «5 brands out of thefire, then to bee kept 
wholly vntouched thereof, when threatningly 
it made towards vs. Hence it is, | that God nr 
Scripture euen glorieth that his aduerfarics are (6 
ſtrong, his Church ſo weake, becauſe then hee 


thinketh there is matter and fit occation for: him 
ro 
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to manifeſt the glory of his powerand puiſſance. 
The earth mourneth andfaintcth: Lebanon is aſhamed, 


is ſhakers, and Carmel. Now 1will ariſe, ſaith the | 
Lord: Now (whenthings are thus deſperate) will 
The exalted, now wilt I lift vp wy ſelfe. 

Secondly, thatas hisglory may bee the greater, 
ſo alſo (that which is forthe moſt part alwayes 
ioyned with his glory) his enemies ſhame. To 
whom it cannot but bee very igaominious, then 
to beediſappointed, when they weregrowne ſo 
confident in their hopes, that they made them- | 

ſelues fure of obtaining their deſires z to bee 
throwne downe, hen they had exalied themſelacs as 
the Eagle, 4nd madetheir neſt emong the ſtayres, and. 
/aid in their heart, Who ſhell bring vs downe ? Thus 
God let Senmacheribgoe an for a while, proſpering 
and prevailing, inſomuch as hee grew proud and | 
preſumpruous againſt Hezekiah, hauing alreadie L 
devoured him and his,in his preſuming hope. God 
conld haue curbed him at the firſt, and neuer 
have ſuffered him to haue come ſoneere the wals 
of Zrriu/elew, But he would not, becauſe he would 
bring him'toa greater ſhame. T herefore it is ſaid, 
he returned home with ſhame, being thus defeated. 
So God could haue confounded Himan in his 
 firftriſing, burhceler rhe Laurel] tree to flouriſh 
and ſpread himſelfe our for a while,thatafterward 
his decay and ſodaine withering might bee the 
more fearefall : he let him goc on to the very ma- 
king of the gallowes for Adordecay , that his ſhame 


and hewed downe: Sharow is like a wilderneſſe, and Bas | 
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himſelfe. - And thus hee' let Go/ich goc on a while, 
bragging and brauing the Jſraclites, and by his 
craking and crowing ouer them, to ſtrike terrour 
into them, that his ignominie might bee the grea- 
ter, being killed with his owne ſword. Thus God 
ſuffereth theſe proud: Cedars to perke vp to the 
very clouds, and to threaten the very skles, that 
by this meanes being necrer to the thunder-bolt, 
they might as the more calily, ſorhe more feare- 
fully bee ouerthrowne. Thus hee lettcth theſe hil. 
lockes to grow vnto mighty mountaines, daring 
the very heauens, that ſo having them as it were 
neererat hand,hce might-the ſooner and ſodainer 
bow dewne the heauens, and touching theſe mountaines, 
turne them into plaines , yea, wholly diſperſe and 
diſſolue them into ſmoke. T hus arc wicked men 
oftentimes lifted vpon high, that their fall might | 
bee the ſadder. Thus God letteth looſe the reincs 
vnto them, thatafterwards hee might.give them a. 
ſodaine icrke,that their hearts,the more they were 
filled with confidence before, the more | both 
hearts and faces may bee filled with confulion at- 
terward. That ſoit may appeare how he retoy- 
cing of the wicked is ſhort, and that the toy of hypo- 
rites is but a moment ; and that the laughter of fooles 
i but as the cracking of thornes under the pot; and 
that their Sunne ſetreth at noone day. For euen when 
they have the prey in their hands , readie to put 
it into their mouthes, then doth God ſodainely 
plucke it from them, and fo verifying the. pro- 
uerbe , Many things fall out betwixt the cup and the 


lip, dalheth alltheirioyes; yea, not onely ſo, but 
making 
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makingthem(elues aprey to his owne anger, tur- 
ncth all their gladneſſeinto griping griefe, all their 
mirth into mourning and melancholy ; whereof 
wee hauea mo!t famous examplein theſe late trai- 
tors, whom ir pleaſed God in his tuſt tudgement 
to feede with falſe hopes, letting them goe on 
freely and ſmoothly without rub, vntill they were 
come to the very point ofexccution,and of brin-, 
ging forth that vgly miſ-ſhapen monſter, whereof 
they had ſolong travailed 1n child-birth ; ſothat 
now they began to applaud themſelues, reioy- 
cing as a woman deliuered of a man-childe, that 
forgetteth /he anguiſh of her trauaile, and glorying, 
as hee that putteih off the harneſſe after the viRorie z 
God and man had decreedour deſiruction, nothing 
might hinder their plot and proieft. God could 


haue diſcouered them when firſt rhey began to | 


weaue this web, in their firſt conſultationz but he 
would hauethem to proceede ſo farre, euen to the 
laſt threed of their web almoſt, that their reproch 
in weauing Penelopes web, in miſſing of their pur- 
poſe, and in failing in the Jaſta&t of their trage- 
die, might bee thegreater, The Lordoccaſioning 
vsallby this meanes in a holy kinde of triumph- 
ing toinſult over them, ( when wee ſeethem to 
haue conceiued chaffc,and brought forth ſtubble) 
as Daxid ouer his enemies; O enerie, deſiruttions 
are come to 4 perpetual end: thou haſt deſtroyed the 
Cities: their memorial is periſhed with them, As if | 
wee ſhould now ſay to the T raitors; Yee have ; 
blowne vp the Parliament houſe, ſacked the Citic, 


eſtabliſhed the Maſſe, altered the gouernment, 
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advanced your-ſelues-ro thoſe high places of ho- 
nour you dreamed of: God giue you toy of your 
Earledomes of Warwicke, &c. And againe im ans. 
ther place:Compaſ/e about Sign, and yoe round about 
it, and tell the Towers thereof, and marke well the 
wall thereof. As'it hec ſhould ſay ; The aduerſaries 
threarned todoethis and that, to breake downe 
the wall, to burne the Towers, to ſacke the whole 
Citie. Why } bur allthings ſtand as they did : let 
vs goe ſee, and ſearchthrough the whole Citie , it 
but the leaſt barme bee done. So may wee fay ; 
Marke well the Parliament houſe,behold the wall 
of London,compaſle the wholeCiry,ſee if fo much 
as the leaſt tile be ſhaken downe with that terrible 
gunpowder. 

Thirdly, God thus deferreth his helpe to the 
very laſt pinch,tharthen being the more [weet vn- 
xo vs, byreaſon of ourgreater neede, it might alſo 
be the more welcome, and entertained with grea- 
terthankfulnelle. 

Fourthl y, that we righthavethe better profife 
and ſonnder experience of that faith and hope 
which we profeiſe our (clues to huve, in our peace 
and ſecuritic : for ſodaine extremitie is the beſt 
| tris! hereof: for, asin ſodaine feare the bloud ga- 
thers ro the heart to guard it; ſo the powers of 
the ſoule in like caſe, doc m like fort combine 
rhemſelues, that they may bee cafily iudged of. 
The worldly man, diſtraught with theſe vnlooked 
for exigents, ſhewes his hope to bee bur as che fi- 
ders web; the true Chriſtian finding his heart ſet- 


led and eſtabliſhed with the peace of God, appro- 
neth 
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| uerh his hope to be that lively hope, which make:b 


not aſhamed. 
Fiftly,that with Paul, having receinedthe ſentence 


of death in our ſelues, we might learne with the ſame 
Paul, to truſt notin our ſelues, but in God, raiſing 
vs from the dead. 3 and withdrawing our eye from 
all other things, might ſay with Deuid,Should In9! 
lift up mime eyes to the mountaines, from whence my 
helpe commeth ? comforting our ſelues in the Lord our 
God as the ſame Danid did, being ready to bee fto- 
ned,and ſaying with /ebo/haphat : O Lord, wee know 
pot what to doe ; but onr eyes arewmtothee, For when 
all humane hopes and helpes faile,then is the helpe 
of Goi) at hand. 

And hitherto of the antecedent, wherin is con- 
tained the ground ofthe thankſgining: therhankſ- 
giving it ſelfe, rhe conſequent inferred vpon this 
antecedent, followes in the verſes following. 

6 Praiſed be the Lord, which hath not ginen vs as a 
prey wnto their teeth, 

7 Onr ſoule ts eſcaped, 45 a bird out of the ſnare of 
rhe fowler : the ſnare is broken, and we are delintred 

B Our helpe ftandeth inthe name of the Lord, who 
hath made both the hexuen and earth. 
Thethankeſgiuing ſer downe in the beginning 
ofthe 6. isafterward further deſcribed. 
1 By therepetitionof the cauſe orground of 
therhankeſgiuing,vrs.the benefit receiued, which 
is ſer forth in two (imilitudes, in the end of the 6. 


andin they.verſe. 
2 By aneffe&, ifnota part of their thankefulnes, 


Firſt 
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Firtthen ofthe thankeſgiving it ſelfe, and then 
of the further illuſtration of it. c | 
. T hethankeſgiuing it ſelfe in theſe words, Prai- 

{edbe the Lord. 

Where firſt note, how the Prophet :;as ſoone as 
he had apprehended the goodneſſe and mercy of 
God in the deliuerance of 1/rael, and in the for- 
mer verſes deſcribed it,doth here preſently inthis 
verſe breake forth into thankeſgiuing for the 
ſame,Pſal. 68.24. They hane ſcene, O God thy goings, 
the goingsof my God and King, which art in the San- 


fore they ſaw manifeſt tokens ( as it werethe very 
markesand prints of thy footſteps ) of thy power 
and. prouidence. But what followed vpon this 
their ſight? Reade the next-verſe: The ſingers 
went before, the players of inſtruments after: in the 
midſt were the maidens playing with timbrels, An 
open eye then to ſee Gods providence in thoſc 
bleflings wee receiue, cauſeth an opcn meuth to 
magnifie that prouidence of God for the blefling. 
And therefore thou that haſt ſo dumbe a mouth 
in praiſing God, haſt but a darke eye in ſecing the 
goingsof God. A man may ce and feele the out- 
ward benchit it ſelfe: but this will not enlarge his 
heart to thankefulneſſe, vnleſſc he bee able to dil- 
cerne God in the benefit , and to apprehend his 
might, his mercy, his prouidence, his proteQion, 
his fatherly both eye of watchtnineſſe ouer , and 
bowels of compaſſion towards vs, as the original] 
cauſcs thereof, 

2 In this example of the Prophet let vs take | 
notice 
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Notice of charduty which we owe to God for his 
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ſpeciall and extraordinary mercies, namely, to 
offer the. ſacrifice of thankeſgiuing. No blefling 
of God is there ſo vſuall, or ſo {mal}, which deſer- 
ueth not thankes, nay, which in trueth doth nor 
farre excel aboue all thankeſgining and praiſe. For, 
a his name is, { namely infinite | /o likewiſe is hi, 


'praiſe,namely bis deſerued praiſe, We the, be- | 


ing ſuch poore weaklings as we are, finitecrea- 


rable to his deſerts. But when God in his bleflings 
inlargeth his graciouſneſſe, then muſt weallo, in 
our blefling his name for them, proportionally in- 
large our gratcfulnefſe. And hence it is, thatthe 
pcoplc of God, as in their more then ordinary 
troubles, have cxceeded in their mourning, by 
holy faſting; fo vpon occaſion of the more ſpeci- 
all and rare fauours of God, ſuch as come not 
euery day, they haucas much exceeded intheir 
mirth by holy feaſting; whercofreadc that of the 
Plalmiſt, The pooreſhall eate ( namely at this hol 
feaſt of the celebration of Gods mercies) and be 
ſatisfied. they that ſeeke after the Lora, ſhall praiſe. 
And to this pertaineth that which Dauid ſpeakerh 
of the cup of /aluation in another place, 

But becauſe the performance of this dutic is 
thought oucr-calie of moſt; let vs ſee wherein it 
conſiſteth: for that not eucry one that ſaith, prai- 
ſedbe the Lord,isa true thankeſgiuer. 

Firſt,thatthou mayeſt well and worthily per- 
forme thisduty,isrequired the fitneſſe of thy per- 


gine 


tures,can neuer yeeld him infinite praiſes, anſwe- | 


J3 


is duc to God 
for all,ſpecial- 
ly his ſpeciall 
mercics, 


Nehbem.9.5 . 
P/al.48.10. 


P/al.22,22, 


Pſal.116. 

To t 
thank/Ming 
arerepuired : 
1. Gratefulnes 
of the perſon 
of the thank(- 
giuer,as a pre- 
paration to 


{on,that thou bemecte in regard of thy perſon to | 


thanſgwing, 


| Thankſgiving 


PII wane” 


x Sh. 


ou WO FEET OO. OO I = i "Lend 


nh ——_— oo. pom 


SC EY 


5 4 | Comfortable Meditations 


. 
———, 
= 


giverthankes. Forifthy perſon bee nor grateful, 
thatis, acccptable tro God, thou canſt never bee 
| truely grateful, thatis, thankefull ro bim. But 
| though rhou ſhouldeſt ſpend all thy daycsin gi- | 
ving of thankes, all this woule be odious and | 
diftaltefull to him; (o little thankes ſhouldeſt thou | 
have at bis hands fortheſe thy thankes: the dues 
Mal.x.3, of thy ſacrifice ſhewld be throwne in thy face. The 
Apoſtle would firſt haue thee fulfilled with the 
ſpirit,as, powerfull to ſtirre thee vp to ſpirituall 
ioy in thankeſgiuing, as winceis tonaturall or car- 
nall : and then, not before, would hee heare thee 
| Epbeſt5.18. 19. | ſinging Pſalmes,and gining thankes alwayes vnto God 
| I'fal33.0- in the neme of Teſus Chrift. It becommeth the wpright | - 
to be thankefull, ſaith David. As who ſhould ſay,It | 
isan vncomely thing fora prophane man togiue | 
thankes Vnhitit is,that that mouth which vſvally 
blaſpbemeth God, ſhould alſobleſſe God; that 
j out ofthat fountaine, which ſendeth foorth ſuch 
lames3.10.11, | bitter bannings and curſed curſings, ſhould alſo 
come forth anyjſweet and ſavoury words of bleſ. 
Pron.l7.7. ſing. The lippe of excellency ( ſaith Salomon) becom- | 
meth not a foole, no more then lying doth a worthy 
| ( that is, a wiſe ) zen, oppoſite to his foole. Good | 
words loſe their grace and reliſh in the fovle | 
mouth of a foole. To him therefore God fanh, 
Pe What haſt thor to dee,to take my name(which is holy) | 
intothy mouth, ( which is foule and filthy) cither | 
in prayer or praiſe? We ourſelues would notwil- | 
lingly be prayſcd by menpraiſeleſſe, and wholly 
worthlefſe: much lefſethen ſhould God be prai- | 
ſed by vn:yorthy men. May not he, as well as we, | 
account | 
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| | ſhew forth thy praiſe. Aslong then as a man lies in 


on the 12.4. Pjalme, 


———— — —— 


———— 


account their praiſe adiſpraiſe and Raine to his 


glory? This was thercaſon why Chriſt would not 
letthe deuils ſpeake his praiſe,becanſe he needed not 
the praiſe of the impure : neither is praiſe ſeemicly in 
the mbouthof a ſinner. T berctore it wee would bee 
mcet inſtruments of ſounding foorth Gods praile, 
we muſt be-firſt ſantified, and ſo ſet in right tune 
by God himlſclfe. David therefore, though a man 
already ſanRified, yet inre, ard of bis fall, think- 
ing himſelte both vnworthy and vnable topraife 
God, fecling as it were his mouth ſtopped with 
thoſe his more gricuous linnes, calleth for God, 
as it were with a cole from his altar to touch his 
rongue,and with his key to vnlocke the doore of 
his lippes : Lord open thoumy lips, and my month ſhall 


hisſinne, hee is tongue-tyed , nay, his mouth is 
muſled,and hislippes ſealed and claſped Looke 
then how vnpleaſant the voiceofaliſping ronguc- 
tyed ſturterer is, or the noiſe of him that offcreth 
to ſpeake with his mouth ſhut; ſo with God are 


| the thankeſgiuings of the vngodly.For a man can 


not ſay, that Ieſws is the Lord, | namely (o, that 
Chriſt ſhould indeed bee glorified by his ſpeech | 
but by the ſpirit, with whom the wicked haue no 
acquaintance, 

Secondly,being thus prepared,the duties which 
thou mult performe,arec theſe : 

The firſt belong ro thy heart, There muſt thank- 
fulneſſe heginne, as Dauid ſaith, My heart s preps- 
rel, my hea't is prepared, O Goa: 1 will/ing, and gine 
praiſe Vnletle the inſtrument of thy heart,and the 

ſtrings 
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Theoplyl. in 
Luc.4. Non finit 
demonia loqui, 
quia non ind: « 
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dorum laude: 
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ore peccalors, 


Iſaiah.6, 


P/al.51. 


1.C07 12-3, 


11. Durfſts te 
be performed 
afrerthis pre- 
paration : 
Which are | 
I.Of the hearts. 


Pjal.57-7. 


_ —__ 


56 


I roman 


Epbeſc5 «19. 


Eſay 19.18. 


Tacit.biſt. lib.2, 
Lelitiam & 
gratulationem 
vultu ferent, 
anime anxiu. 


And they are 
theſe; 


TeSerious ag- 
nizing and re- 
cognizing of 
Gedsmetcies* 


—_— 


Comfortable M editations 


— 


| 


ſtrings thereof be firſt well tuned, the ſong of the 


all chE melody thereof marred : like as if the 5kil- 
full Muſician, whileſt he is ſinging , though never 
ſo (weetly, ſhould play vpon adiftuned inſtru- 


ment, thereby the grace of his ſong is alſo loſt. 
T hat whichan cuill and harſh ſounding inſtru- 


heart ro a thanketfull mouth. Therefore the Apos+ 
ſtle maketh all the melody of ſpirituall mirth in 
thankeſgiuing to come from the heart: Speakryg 
vnto your ſelues in P/almes, and Hymnes, and ſpurituall 
ſongs,/inging,and ( that you ling notin Godseare, 
as many,out oftune) making amelodie inyoar hearts 
to the Lord, Many falſe ones there are among vs, 
that with repining hearts grudge and gricue that 
this treaſon tooke no better; who yet (ct a good 
face vpon it, aſſuming tothemſclues the face anc 
falhion ofreioycers,and teaching their tongucs to 
ſpeake the language of Canaan,in thankeſgiuing : like 
Rofws,that came toYiellize after his victory,carry- 
ing (as Tacitus ſpeaketh) ioy and gratulation in his 
conntenance,but heauineſſe in his heart. This prailing 
of God is oft no price, becauſe the heart reclaimes 
againſt the mouch, and bites in the words of 
thankeſgiuing vttered by it, 
Burt whatare the ations ofa thankefull heart? 
"They are theſe: 
Firſt, rhe agnizine, ſeriou recognizing and re- 
counting the mercies of God, and his power, pro- 


uidence,goodneſſe, wiſedome, and ſuch like pro- 


tongue, though neuer ſo pleaſant, is diftuned, and | 


ment isto a good voyce, that isan vnthankefull |. 


nr Eno A. 


pertics in them. An example hereof we haucin 
| arid, 


mr er—n—nn—— 


on the 12.4. Palme, 


Dauid, who in that Plalme ofthankeſgiving for 
the ordinary workes of Gods creation, in the 
through-notice hee tooke of Gods wiſedome in 
them, cryeth out Epiphonematically, O Lord, how 
manifoldare thy workes, in wiſedome ha#t thou made 
them ali! ſhewing his thanktulneſſe by his agnizing 
of Gods wiſedome. 

Secondly,the re/ing and reioycing of the heart 
inthem,in regard oftthat ſweet comfort and con- 
rentation it findethin them. Pſal. 94.1.4. 77 i54 
good thing to ſing praiſe, &c. for thou Lord haſt mage 
megladby thy workes, Andinthe 16.Plalme,which 
is a Plalme cuchariſticall,this c/aſpizg as it were of 
the heart about the benefit,and ſo kinde welcom- 
ming of it, is notably cxpreſſed, verſe 6. The lines 
are fallen unto me in pleaſant places: 1 hae agoodly he- 
ritagee. Surely the diſcontented heart, that cannot 
be Ftisfied with the liberalitic of God in his bene- 
firs,is an vnthankefull heart. 

Thirdly, the reciprocation of Jike affeQion to 


| God, when the heart returneth the ſame affeions 


ro God, for the benefit which God hath witneſſed 
to herin the benefit, melting in kindneſſc towards 
him, and grievingat her inabilitic of making any 
iuſt requitall, Thiswasin Dawid, when he ſaid, 7 


loue the Lord, becauſe hee hath heard my prayer. And | , /al.116. 


afcerward,whet (hall I retribate,co5c.how few are the | 


hearts thus affe&tioned to God ? 
| Fourthly, the hope and confidence of our 
hearts, whereby vpon experience of Gods former 
mercies and power, caſting, and as it were ro/iing 
our ſelues.ypon him, we ſti]l continue to giue _ 
the 


= 


> /al, 104», 


2.Reſting of - 
the heart with 
a \weet con- 
rentation in 
them, 


Pſal.g4.1-4- 


P/al.16.6, 


3.RefleQion 
of liks atfet> 
ON, 


4. Confidence 
of the heatt 
jn God for 
the time to 
come. 

P/jal.37. 
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C omfortable Meditations 


II. Ortrhe 
tongue, whoſc 
duty. 
1:7bcl'5.18, 


Gen.49-6. 
Pſal.x$,9.6 
30-13. 


G<nerally, 


Specially, 


. I Reſpetting 
' ourſelues: in - 
1.Conteſſion 
of Gods wor- 
the. 
Matth.6., 


2.Ofour owne 
; ynworthi= 
nefle, 
Gen.32.10. 


| 


the praiſe of his ſtrength and good nelſe; T herefore 


ſo ſoone as the Prophet had ſaid, Praiſed be the | 


Lord, which hath not (5c. headdcth in the 8. verſe, 


| as it were todeclare how heepraiſcd the name of 


the Lord z our helpe lawdeth in the name of the Lord. 
But of this point more {hall be ſpoken inthe ope- 
ning of the 8. vcrle. | 
Secondly, when the heart hath thus done her 
part in thankſgiuing, ( which is thatthankcſgiuing 
the Apoſtle meaneth,ſaying, 1» a{things , or im all 
times, that is, continually, giue thankes) then the 
tongue ſucceedeth,and ſecondeththe heart in this 
holy duty,and ſo becommeth the beft member of 
the whole bady,cuen the glory thereof; as it is of- 


| tencalled in Scripture. 


Generally the tongues duty and part is to be as 
it were but the Eccho of the heart, refleting and 


reſounding the ſame notes which the heart airca- | 


dy hath vttered. 


More ſpecially yet to ſpeake of them ; Tome | 


there are which concerne our ſelues: others which 


concerne others. | 
Qur ſclues,theſe: 


I. Confeſtou(as we are commanded in that abs- | 
ſolure forme of thankſgiuing by our Saviour) of | 


Gods kingdome and power, and ſo conſequently 
of thar g/oxy whichfor both is due vnto him. 

2 Confeſiion of our owne vnworthineſſe, by rea- 
ſon of our finnes, cuen of the leaft of the mercy 
and truth which God hath ſhewed vs. ' Thisisa 
neceſſary point in right thankeſgiuing, that wedo 
thus abaſe our'ſelues : or elſe (which is the. ſpeciall 


| 


_ CY 


_ 


martecr 
— —& 


\ 


on the 124, Pſalme. 


matter in thankſgiving) we doe not wholly giue all 
the glory to God, T his wasthecrrour ofthe Pha- 
riſe his thankſgiuing, that it wanted this »n/fme 


| of himſelfe; 1rhanke thee, 0. God, that Iam not as 


others; I giue almes ; I pa) tithe of all 1 hane; 1 faſt twiſe 
in theweeke,ere Loc how he crakes; marke how he 
exalterh & dignifieth himſeltc. But in true thank(: 
giving, allche glory muſt bee aſcribed to G o. v; 
which cannot be weldone, without the 4/tfyrng of 
our ſclues. Hence confeſsion of (ins is called the gji- 
ving of glory to God. loſþua calling vpon Achan to 
contclc his fin, ſaid, My /on, grue glory to God, And 
Ezra prouoking the 1/raelites to the hike duty, ſaid, 
Yee hane treſpaſſed againſt the Lord, &c. nowthere/ore 
Tiue praiſe tothe Lord. Therefore wee ſhall ſee how 
the holy men, in praiſing God for his mercics, 
hauc praiſed him in this manner. Dauzd giuin 
thankes for that gracious promiſe of eſtabliſhing 
the kingdomc in his houſe, Lord (faith he) who an 
1, or what is my fathers houſe? Andin the Plalmes 
magnifying Gods glory in the rich furniture of 
the whole world for mans vſe, Lord (ſaith he) what 
is man,that thos ſhouldeſt thus remember him ? Hee 
thought he could not ſufficiently amplifie & mag- 
nifie Gods glory, but by cxtenuating and miniſh- 
ing, yea, wholly deprefling of mans. If then, in a 
right manner wee would thanke God for this our 
late deliuerance, wee muſt with humble hearts ac- 
knowledge our own deſert, not only of the danger 
we were in,butalſoofthe cuill it ſelfe, whereof we 
were in danger,namcly, that wec had deſerued for 
our cold louc and [imple entertainment of the Go- 
H ſpell, 


J 


| 


Luk. 18, 


loſh.7. 


Exra1o.10,1t, 


2.Sam,7-18. 


Pſal.8. 


Application of 
this pointto 
the preſent 
occaſion. 
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Rewel.2.5. | 


Ter.14-21, 
2-King.16.11, 


P [al.77-9. 


3.King.21.13. 


II. Ochers 
which are, 

1. Commemo- 
ration of Gods 
mercies yato 
them. 
Pſal,22.32. 


Kxod.33.11, 


2.Prouocation 
of others to 
this dutic. 
P{al.148, 


— 


C omfortable Meditations = 


ſpcll, that the candleftick ſhould haue beeneremos- 
ned, the Throneof Gods glory caſt downe, Anti- 
chriftsthrone and the Altar of Damaſcus erected in 
the temple,and (oall thoſe ſweet (pirituall mercies | 
ſhut vp in diſpleaſure. Yea,not only thoſe, but euen 
the temporalalſo, that the Lord (ſhould have ſwept 
us away with the beeſome of deſtruttion ſtretching ogey 
vs the line of Samaria,and the plummet of the houſe of 
Ahab,wiping England as a man wipeth a diſh, which he 
wipeth,and turaeth it vpſide downe. Thus if we ſhall 
giue our ſelues the ſhame of our owne merits and 
dcſeruings, we ſhall in ſo doing give vnto God the 
due and deſcrucd glory of his mercy. The office of 
the tongue in thank(giuing reſpeCing others, is 

' L,, Acommemoration or annunciation of Gods | 
mercics vntothem,of which David ſpeaketh often 
in the Pſalmes, 1 will declare thy name to my brethren, 
in the middeſt of the congregation 1 will praiſe thee. 
And this was inioyned the //-ae/tes (as that where- 
in they were to declaretheir thankfulneſſe) to re- 
hearſe vnto their children the manner of their de- 
liverance from the «£gyprien bondage. 

2. That which isthe end of the former, a pro- | 
vocation and excitation of others to this duty. In 
the which Davids zcale is ſo excefliue, thar hee cal- 
leth not onely vpon men, but beaſts alſo, yes, the 
ſenſeleſſe creatures, as the heauens and earth, that 
they ſhould fer forth the praiſe of the Lord. True 
thankfulneſſeis notonely immanent in the thankſ- 
giuer,butalſoina manner 7ray/iemt, inthatit pro- 


pagaret, or atleaſt laboureth to propagate the 


| ke thankfulneſle vnto others. | 


And 


on the 124. Pſalme, 


And thnsare wee to praiſe God with our lips, 
which Hoſea calleth the rendring of the calues of our 


$, 

There remaineth yet athird ation, tomake vp 
this duty ofthankſgiuing, and that is, when tothe 
verball thankſgiuing of our lips wee ioyne the reall 
thankſgining ofour /aves,by the renued obedience 
| | thereof glorifying his name. Otherwiſe our lip- 
labour is loſt-labour and in vaine , # ye; loſtoncly 
and inwvaine, and notalſo bringing muchloſſe and 


This praiſing of God with ovr lives, is eicher 
when the corruptions of our life are ſacrificed , 
which is mortification, that euchariflicall[acrifice the 
Apoſtle meanerh, Re.12.1.,0r ourlifeit ſelfe, which 
is mertyrdome , called by S. Paul a ſacrifice. And 
ſurely no other ſacrificecan it be then of thankſgi- 
ving. And no better ſacrifice of this kind can there 


' | ofa fountaineall other mercies ſpring;berein mar- 
tyrdome,forrhis wereturne vnto God the Eucha- 
riſticall ſacrifice of our owne body and bloud. 

But of this kinde of praiſing God with our lives, 
I meane not to ſpeake at thistime, as not being ſo 
pertinent to our preſent pnrpoſe. T heteforeto re- 
turne vnto the former kinde of praiſing God with 
our lives, not martyred by perſecutors, but mort!- 
fied by the ſpirie, with ourlives(I ſay) refinedand 

H 2 reformed, 


Art. a ———— 


Rs. Lo 


dammage vnto vs, as being a fearfull raking of his ; 
holy name in vaine, which he may not let goe vn- 
puniſhed. 


be then this, whercin we may ſceme to make ſome | 
ſhew of like retribution; for whereas God hath gi- | 
ven vs his Sons bodyand bloud, wherefrom as our | 


Hoſea I43. 


IT], Ofour 
lives, 


Gal.; 4, 


Ex0d.20, 


I. Sacrificed 
in martyr- 
dome, 
Plil.2.17. 
0T4r Sauces, 


2. Sanftified 
in mortifica- 
tion, 


hs a 
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\ Pſalros.3. 


Verſe 3. 


Ex7410-11- 


Pſal.65.r. 


Jon.3.9, 


A large exhor- 


ration to this 
laſt duty of 
thankſgiuing 
by many argu- 
ments. 


| C omfortable Meditations 


| reformed, we ſhal find bow-every where the Scrip- 


cure beats vpon it, asancfſentiall & principall patt 
of thankſgiving. The queſtion is made in one 
Pſalme concerning thethankfull man, ho cap ex- 
preſſe the noble atts of the Lord, and ſet forth all his 
praiſe? theanſweris made inthe words following, 
Bleſſed are they that keep indgement and do righteouſly. 
As if hee ſhould ſay, noncarc able torcnder con- 


{ 


. | digne praiſeynto the Lord : but if any come neecre 
it,!tis they thatlead a boly and vprightlife. So Ez- | 


rstothe //redlites,Gine praiſe to the Lord. But how 
muſt that be done? do his will, pot awey your firange 
wines. Sothe Pſalmiſt, Praiſe warteth for God in Sion, 
Yea,but what is this praiſc? Tothee the vow ſhallbee 


the morall vow of new obedience. Asalſo that of 
Jonas, I will ſacrifice with the voice of thanksgiuing : 
1 will pay that I haue vowed. Amongſt men now a- 
daics this promiſe, /willbe thankefull,is vnderſtood 
as well ofthe thankfulneſſe of the purſe, of m1ony- 
thankfalnes, as mouth-thankfulnes. The which inter- 
pretation and expeRation of thankfulnes, though 
it bee not approveable{ for the moſt part) among 
men, yet God, when wee promiſe thankfulneſſe, 
may iuſtly expeA,belides this wordy,alſo an aQual! 
rhankfulnes, the offering the calues of our hands, 
as of our lips, the paying,though not of mony,yet 
of our vowes, ſpecially the vow of our baptiſmc. 
Otherwiſe God will account vs ſo much the more 
vnthankfull, by how much wee exccede in our 
verball thankſgiving; for herein we adde vnto vn- 


thankfulnes (odious enough of it ſelfe) bypocriſic, 
that 


performed, which ſpecially isto bee vnderftood of 


— -- w, 


| 
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| which afterdeliverahcegrantedto our prayers;re- | 


| thankfulncfſeacceptable tothe Lord, to. glaver on 


| that is more 0dious; & nat being content in being | ; 
' iniurious to God, in denying bim his-right, we will 


alſobe contumeliovs in making faire of giyingir, 
when wee mcanenothing.lefle; thentbe which; 
what can be agreatcr. mockery ?:VV,ould wee-thers 
approve our thanktulnes-ta God for this his lace 
mercy & kindnes? ſeethen that thouanſwerehim | 
inkindnes, As he hath dope ſometbing| for thee, 
ſodo thou (ometbing for him and his glory :as be 
hath renued vnco thee all che former comforts: of | 
thy like which thou enjoyedſt,ſo do thounowlike- 
wiſe renue thy former obedience and repentance. 
But itis otherwiſe with moſt, If going on in ſinne 
with abard and icrpenitent heart, itin the ſtrength | 
of theſe mercies:-of Godlately renued vnto vs, to 
renue ourformer wickedneſle, and fo toſeruc the + 
devil with a ioyfulland merry heart, be true thank- 
tulnefſe, then indeed we haucabundantly. ſhewed 
ourſelues thankfull 5; and how can any challenge 
vs for, or vpbraid vs with vnthankfulneſſe ? Bur if 
tructhankfulneſleconfitt in that we have theayed, | 
how have wee then obeyed that commandement, | 


__ giorifying of Godsname? or how. can wee 
ree ourſelues from that impuration whichthe A-. 
poſtle: caſteth vpon the: beathen, nothonourirg. 
God in theirliues, accordingto- the: knowledge of, | 
him in theirmindes } 7heyglarefied 20t God; either, 
werethey thavkfall, May woe notinitly bechcckod 
in the matecrof thankſgiuing,as thoſe, ewes: were 
inthe matterofthumiliation? Wile rhoucall this'n, 
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Job 1. 21. com- 
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Comfortable Meditations 
me #:day or twi:with thy ſmooth tongue and taw- 
ning lips? to feed mee with a few [weetand ſugred 
words 2s thisthe chank(giuing that I have requi- 
red;to hauc faire words giuen mc, and foule deeds ? 
 that'you ſhould couer your hatredef mee with lying 
lips} thataffording me words ſofter then butter, you 
uld yet aovetlh warre in your harts againſt me; 
and that ſhortly aftcr in fiead of theſe bovy and 
9xlie words,[ ſhould heare words as the prickines of 
ſwords im my (idesz the ſame teeth biting mee with 
blaſphemie, that ere- while bleſſed me with words 
of thankſgiving. If we feare the ſeueritie of this iuſt 
reprchenſion,why doe weſtill continue vnthanke- 
full? rhinke we that this vice is not as odious with 
God, as'itis' with: men, who hauec accounted ita 
bundeland fardel of all other vices? Nay,wee may 
afſure/ourſelues that ingr«itude is ſo much the 
more odious to God then man,by how much gra- 
titude is more due to him then to! man ; man being 
only ſometimes aConduit-pipeto convey the bleſ- 
ſing vntovs, whereas God alwaycs is the fountaine 
from whence all bleſsings come. Orlooke we that 


| 


thrive with vs,'which we vſurpimgly ſeaze vpon, 
without paying God firſt his impoſt? nay ſurely,as 
thankfulneſſe ro God for our afflitions turneth 
them imto-bleſhngs(whereof /9b yeeldeth a memo- 
rable example) ſoon the other fide, vnthankeful- 
'neſle for good is no lefſe powerfull to turne mercies 
into miſeries,bleſsings into curſes, whereof wee may 
behold anexampleas fearfull as famous,in Sexn- 
cherib,& in the Sodorvites : In Sennacherib,whowas 


_ 


euer thoſe bleſsings ſhould bee bleſſed ro vs, or: 


for 
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that be might be reſerved as a prey for the crucltic 
ot bis owne ſons. Had itnot been better for Semng- 
cheribto haue died in company in the field, by the. 
hand of the deſtroying Angell, then.eſcaping that 
ſtroke, to bee (ingled out afterward todie alone ini 
the houſe of his god, by the hand of. his ſons? In 
the Sodomites alſo, whom it pleaſed God to reſcue 
rogether with Zo?, out of the handsof their cnc- 
mies: But becauſe their hearts were nothing mo: 
ucd nor mollified with this kindneſſe,ſce what fol- + 
lowed after. This their preſcruation was but a re- 
ſeruation ofthem for further and farmare fearful] 
judgements, when as ſhort] y after God from hea: 
uen-rencaled in his wrath in raining downe fire and 


Kings, then being freed from that captiuitie, to 


fore-runners and beginnings of the etcrnall flames 
of that vnquenchable fire? So ſhall it fare withal] 
ſuch, that notwithſtanding this their deliverance , 
continue in their ſinnes, imitating the beaſtly Juſts, 
and lives of thoſe impure & vnnaturall Sedomtes, 
whoſe vine is ofthe vine of Sodome,and of the wines of 


for. no other end paſſed over by the Angell, then = 


brimſtone vpon them. Had itnot been farre better | 
for them to haue periſhed in the hand of thoſe (| 


frie afterward in thoſe ſulphurcous flames, the-}: 


Gen. 14, 


Rom. 1.'8, 
: Gen.19, 


Deat,32.32, 


Gomorrah ; whoſe grapes are grapes of gall, and their 


ne pes. 


Do —— 


cluſters bitter : better had it been for ſuch to haue 
beenconſumed with that gunpowderof the T rai. 
tors,then eſcaping that firc,to beape vp wrath, that 
1s, fuel] ro feed, and ſo further toinrage the fire of 
Gods wrath againſt them in hell for ever. Bur 1! 
we {hall ſhew our ſclues thankfull in that ſort that 


Rom.2.5- 
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hath 
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 knetvbrenedeſcribed;chen we [hal finde ina happy 
experience of our owne, the rrorh of that ſaying, 
' Theaſcewaing of our grateſulneſſe to God, is the deſeen- 
ding 'of Gods: graciouſneſſe tovs; This mercy be- 
'ingchus ſeaſoned and fanditied to vs by our thank 
full-enterrainmenc thereof; thall bee a pawne and 
pledge of tutrher and thoſegreater mercies, God 
tharharch began with ourenemiecs, will-alſo make 
ancndy herlutdelivered vs fromhe Brare,willalſo 
definervs)/romrhe Liow,'yea cucn from that roring | 
{Lion;thearch-enemy of our ſalnation , and from 
euery enill works, awaſo reſerue vs for his enerlsſling 
kingdome. Burifthou proceed on ſtill in thy ſinnes, 


vo nor feeling thy hoartanything bowed or bettered, 
' [|this deliberance,as icisanvndonbred figne of thy 


'beingadtreadyelivered vpto the incurableand in- 
[corripible bardneſlc of rhy impenitent heart : fo 
\l*kewiſe is it" ar ominous: prefagement of ſome 
{{orcatermiſchicte rharawayteth chee, that in thee 
che proverbe may berrae, from the ſmoke into the 
flemr,and (as the Propher ſpeaketh ) from the Z1on 
70 thi Beave, or Serpents And thus much for the 
rlhankfgiuingitſelte : Jet vscometo the deſcription 
thereof, which is two-fold, 

Thefirſt is from the repetition of the cauſe of 
theirthankſgining,namely,the benefit of their de. 
[iyerance, through Gods helpe, our of the hands 
of their aduerfaries, the which is fer forth by a 
double fimilirude. 

_ Thefirft is inthe end of the 6. verſe, which ba/t 
not cinen v5 a9 a prey to theirteeth : wherein their de- 
liverance is reſembled to the deliuerance of the 


proficable 


jp I TIN 


——— 


'the boncs of thoſe caſt into their dennes, with rhe 


0n the 12.4. Pſalme, 


\profirable harmelefſe beaſts, from the violence of 


the tauenons beaſts, as Lyons, Beares, &c. See 
Amos 3.12, And hereitis to be marked, that in 
this fimilitude lyeth couched an argument, to 


ptoue the aſſumption of the Plalmiſts argument, 
name!y,that by Gods helpe onely they were pre- 
ſerued, T he argumentis this: 

He that alone could haue deſtroyed vs, and yet 
did not,heisthe onely cauſe of our preſervation. 
'This is wanting. 

But God could haue deſtroyed vs alone,and yet 
would nor. T his is included in theſe words, which 
hath nat given vs a5 aprey: in which , as the latter 
part, that God dia no! deſtroy them, is diredly afhr- 
med; ſo the former, that God, if he would, might 
have ginen them into their enemies hands, and (0 de- 
ftroyed them, is neceſſarily implyed. This is the 
force ofthe firft ſimilitude. 

W hich ſettcrh before our eyes firſt of all, that 
which in the former part ofthe Pſalme hath alrea- | 
dy beenelargely handled, namely, the cruelty of 
Stons aducrſaries, In which regard they hauec the 
teeth, yea iharpe & keen teeth, and ſirong grinders 
of fierce and furious beaſts here giuenvnto them. 
What ſtrength isin ſuch recth, ſee Dan. 6.24. Now 
looke with what violence thoſc Lions there brake 


ſame, would theſe our late Lions in mans ſhape 
have cruſhed vs, had not God digged out thoſe 
recth of theirs, & made them tooth]es. And looke 
how hungerly & ſauorly the wild beaſt fals to his 


prey, and with how great delight hedeuours it, 
it 
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' one of them (cas wee heard) was notaſhamed to 


ſomeiking 

etherwiſe: but 
cuenſo it ſer- | 
ueth for this | 


our purpoſe, 


of our popiſh «gents, As they eat their breaden god. 


Comfortable Meditations 


itbcing his meat and ſuſtenance ; with no leſſe de- 
light would they hauc ſwallowed dewn vs: which 


profcſſe,ſaying,he would gocand /ce the ſport. Ce- 
ſar yet wept when he ſaw the head of Pompey his 
encmy: but theſe wretches would cucn haue fed? 
their blo0d-thirſtie eyes with the moſt miſcrable 
ſpectacle of the death of a wholc kingdome,asthe 
Philiſlims did theirs with beholding Sam/ons blind- 
neſſe; and that vile Yitellws profeiſed hee did his | 
with ſccing the death of Bleſus his ſuppoſed enc- 
mie. Such iz the ſwcetneſle that the murtherous 
eyes of thoſe crucl] monſters take in ſuch ({ights, |. 
that it is farre morc plcaſant and deleftable vnto 
them,then ſicepe it ſelfe; infomuch that they can 
not ſlecpe,vnlclle they haue done cuill,and their ſieepe. 
departeth , wnleſſe they cauſe ſome to fall. But andit 
they hauc ſuch Crocodile cyes, ſo full of blood, as: 
though with them alone they would murther vs, 
what ſhal we thinke of their mouthes? If their cyes 
long,no maruaile if their teeth watcr alter their 
prey.Hereit will not be cnough toto fill the cie,& 
the greedy appetite therof, vnlceſſe theſe tecth here 
menrioncd be alſo ſatisfied, and the bclly ir ſclte, 
that craving ſepvichre bee ſatiated. Aſſuredly, 
bread giues not that contentment to the hungry 
ſttomacke,that bload doth to theirs : Doe? no! all the 
workers of iniquity { ſaith the Prophet ) know, that 
they eat vp my people as they eate bread? we may lay 


Andis it any marucl then ifthey haue tecth for vs 
their encmics, when they hauctecth for the ren» 
| ding | 
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ding and tearing in pieces, not only of their owne 
friends, whom they were purpoſed ro hane cut off 
together with ours, bur allo of their owne God, 
whoſe precious body and bloud they themlelyes 
arenot aſhamed ro profeſle thatthey champe with 
their teeth, Polyphemw-like, euen then when they 
would ſeeme to be Gods guefts at that holy Sup- 
per.No maruell ifthoſe teeth whichare ſo iniured 
daily to chegrinding oftheir gods, make no bones 
at men : what mercy can they thew to men , that 
are ſo vamercitull totheir owne god,as to put him 
to death betwixt their owne teeth ? A thing lo 
ſcandalous in thc eye of £Auerroesthe Mahume- 
tan,that it cauſed himto ſay,Since the Chriſtians eat 
him whom they worſhip for their God, let my ſoule bee 
with the Philoſophers. 

This muſt teach vs to pray, Giue not the ſoule of 
thy turtle done tothe beaſt. 'Willthoſe teeth ſticke ar 
Gods Turtle Doue, which profeſſe chemſclues 
ſharpned for God himſelfe? And though they 
{harpen and prepare their teeth for vs, yet may 
we not diſcourage our ſelues. For the more mad 
they grow,the more mercifull will God bee varo 
vs, &the ncerer may we perſwade our {elues that 
the time of their reſtraint is : well may we promiſe 
to our ſelues, that God will breake the tecth and 
lawes of theſe Lyons,when we ſee them ſo feare- 
fully roaring,& fiercely amping after their prey, 
For God giueth this asa reaſon why he would re- 
preſſe Seanacheribs violence againſt 1ſrael, becauſe 
it was growne to that exceſſe & extremitic : 7 know 
(faith God)rhy dwelline, thy going ont, and thy com- 


wing 
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4 Jad thy fury again( me. WT becauſe thou | 


razeſt againſt mee, and thy turult u come vp to ming 
(a'65; 1 will put my ho:ketn thy noſtrils, «na my briale 
inthylips. And Danidſhewerh,that thenisthe ſea- 
ſon for God. ro worke tor bis Church again{ the 
cncmics, when things arcartthe worſt. /t © time 
far thee'to worke, O Lord, for they hanc almoſt de- 
firozedthy Law. The rage then of our aduer/aries cru 


| yet in their hands, but in the handsof God, and at 
| his diſpoſing, which hath not giuen vs a: a prey wnto 


| vnlcſſe God paſſe vs outof his hands, and ſo giue | 
| vsvnto them. : | , 


eltie may yeeldcamfort unto vs, as aipreſage of their 
ruine at hand: for no violent thing is perpetuill. _dnd 
when Sathan in hisinflruments brginnethſo to ftorme 
andtake on, it is an argument, he percciucth hz; 
time is but ſhort. 

But for our comfort againſt this cruelty of our 
aduerſaries,welcarnc here further, that ourliues, | 
though neuer ſo much ſought for by them, are nor 


their teeth. Wearc then in Gods hand, the ſurecſt 
hand that can be,8: cannot comeintotheir hands, 


T he conlideration hereof ſerueth : 

Firft, to make vs truſt in God, and call vpon | 
God, committing our ſonles rohim as a faithfull 
Creator andkeeperotthem, whenthey are aymed 
at by any wicked-aduerfaries. When Dazias ene: | 
mics conſpired againſt hun, and conſulted to'take 
away his life, yet he truſted in God, and ſaid, 7hou 
art my God, But what was the ground ofthis his 
truſt ? Reade the words following : my times are in | 
thine hands, andnot immine enemies: whereupon 
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heallo-prayeth in the-next words,: Del/wer wwe jFom | 


the handof mine enemies,c*%. | | 
Secondly, tocomfort vs inthe greateſt rage of 
our enemies:weare in Gods hands, i whoſe hands 
is our breath, and all our wayes: hec is Lord both of 
life ind death ; who,as he is the onely giuer, ſoallo 
the 'onely raker away of our life : no enemies, 
though neuer ſo many and mighty, arcable ro 
take vs by force out of his hands: hee muſt wil. 
lingly part with vs,and giue vs ( ashere the Pſal- 
miſt ſpeaketh) before. they can pet the fingering 
of vs. Thou couldeſt haue no power oner me (laid our 
Sauiour to Pilate) wnleſſe it were giuen thee from 
abone. It the deuill cannot hutt the leaſt pigge, 
without leaue given of God, how then ſhall any 
ofhis impes beable without this leaueto hurt the 
Church of God? Arenot they farre weaker then 
their maſter and father the deuill himſelfe? And 
arenot wee farre worthicr and of \much greater 
value then ſwine ? | + 
Thirdly,to teach vspaticnce when we are vn- 
derthe hands of any oftheſe aduerſaries: for how 
could we comethere, vnleſſe God had given vs 
vnto them? Andifit be Gods doing,then we muſt 
be dumbe,and ſay nothing, becauſe hee will doc no- 
thing but for our good: if hedogiue vs as a prey 
totheir teeth,it is, that being Gods corne, being 
there grinded, we might make good bread : as 7e- 
netiw,to be martyred by the wilde beaſts, ſaid, 7 
am the bread of the Lord, and muſt be ground with the 
teeth of the Lions, that I may be cleane bread for Chriſt, 
who is the bread of life forme, We are Gods husban- 
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drie, If hegiveth'vs when weare fallow groung, | 


intothe handsof theſe plowers,and ſuffer them to 
muke long furrowesvpon our backes, it is, that hee 
himſelfe may goc before this plough, as a Seed(. 
man; ſowing that ſeed which afterward frudtify- 


ing,may yeeld ageodly crop vnto bimſelfe. 


. Thus much for the ficſ {imilitode © let vs now 
cometo the ſecond; wherin their deligeranceis li- | 
kened to the dcliuerance ofa bird out of the ſnare 
ofa fowlcr : wherin the aduerſaries are compared 


| tofowlers;theirfubti}devicestoſnares,the church 


roa bird, & the danger ofthe church, by theſe ad- 
uerfaries,tothe danger ofa bird taken inthe ſnare, 
Now in this fimilitudetherc is ſomething more 


.then inthe former, ThereGods not giuing them 


vnto their aduerfaries was mentioned : here his ta- 
king or ſnatching them outof their hands, being 
as it werealready giuen vntothem. There onely 
their delinerance from their' enemies: here oner 
and beſides that, the confuſion of their encmies, 
The ſnare is broken. 

Where we may obſcrue,that though chiefly we 
are to reioyce in our owne _ and the gracious 
bleſſing of God vpon our ſelues; yet we may, nay 
we ought in this our joy to have a ſecondary re- 
ſpe ro theiuſt ivdgements of God vpon our ad.- 
uerſarics; thoughindeede not fo much ours as 
Gods. Inthe former verſe the Prophet infiſted on- 
ly vponthe former point, Praiſed be the Lord which 
hath not ginen vs aprey wnto their teeth ; hee ſaith 
not,wh;ch hath dinged out their teeth, or broke their | 
taw-bones: but here he infiſteth alſo vpon the latter 
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ſnare,butalſo for the breaking of the ſnare it ſclfe, 

Let vs learn then from this method of the Pal. 
miſt,to allot the firſtlings, yea, the better and big- 
ger part of our ioy,vnto Gods mercy towards our 
ſelueszand then that which remaineth therof,may 


] well be beſtowed vpon his juſtice towards our e- 


nemies. For, the ſceing of Gods wrath vpon them 
is but cold comfort, without the feeling of Gods 
goodnefle on our ſelues. What good will our foes 
miſeries doe vs, if we our ſclues be doubtfullofour 
owne happineſſe, and fcarefull alſo of fellowſhip 
with them in that thcir miſery? What good would 
itdo thechild to ſee the rod throwne into the fire, 
if he himſelfe ſhould be throwne in after it ? May 
it not then be ſaid to him, which rhe Prophet ſpea- 
keth to the Philiſtinis 3 Reioyce notybecayſe the rod of 
him that didbeate thee ts broken; for out of the Sey- 
pets roote ſhall come foorth « Cockatice, and the fruite 
thereof ſpall be aflying Serpent ? This checketh the 
vſuallioy ofthe world,triumphing at theruine of 
their aducrſarics, and comforting their ſovles for 
all theeuill formerly ſuſtained by them, with the 
retaliation ofdiuineiuſticc. But this retopcing i not 
£ood,toreioyceat the breaking of the Lions teeth, 
as a worke of Gods anger, more then at the reſfcy- 
ing ofour ſelves asa prey from out their tecth, as 


2 worke of Gods gracious loue towards vs in 
Chriſt, and more to be aftcAed with ſecing the 
ſnare broken, then the bird inſnared eſcaping. A 
manifeſt argument that we ſee not, nor feele not 


as yet the ſweet of Gods mercy in our deliverance, 
and 


praiſing God, not only tor their elcaping out ofthe 
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and thatwe apprehend it not as a worke of his 

ſpeciallkindneſſe in his Sonne towards vs. If wee 
did,this would ſorhroughly poſſciſe and wholly 
take vs vp, that weſhould not haue ſo much lej- 
ſurcto attend this orher meditation of our aduer- 
{aries ſhameand contuſlion.. For the which yet ] 
would hauctheercſcrue a duc place in thy medi. 
racionzbut yet not ſoſwhichisthe error of many) 
asco makeitcheonly prop and piller of thy com- 
tort. For this of it ſelfcalone yecldeth no ſuffici- 
ency of comfort. For whatthough thou haſt ſcene 
the tall of thy foc? vnleſſein bim falling, thou ſee 
Gods mercy riling to thee, thy aducriary may | 
haueas much cauſe oflaughing at thee, as thouat 
him : ſhortly after,thy turne may come to pledge 
himin that cup whercof he hath begun, & he may 
welcome theeintothe ſocictyof the ſame ca!ami- 
tie with himſelfe: Asthoſc Kings and Princes in 
hell (whereof many no doubr had been dc [troyed 
by him)roſevp to welcome the King of Babel in- 
| totheir company : How art thou become weake alſo 
45 we ? art thou become like to v5? This inſufficien- 
cie of comfort in our aduerfarics overthrow, the 
Church finding in the Plalmes, could not reſt 
therein:and therefore vntothe large deſcriptionof 
Gods iadgement againſt her enemies in the for- 
mer part, becauſe the could not ſatisfic her ſelfe 
with that contentment it miniftred, ſhe addeth af- 
terward a ſwcet meditation of her owne happines, 
Bleſſed is the man whom thou chaſtiſeff,O Lord. T rue 
comfort thercforc and ſound toy is grounded not 


vpon our encmics miſcry, but Gods mercy to * 
an 


— 
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| 


| the heal of his enemies, yeathe hairte pate of hins that 


intheſecaſes the wicked arc not to bee:conlidered 
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and conſcience thereof in:our {elues, when a. man 
hath reiozcize in himfeltc, md notinanother,as the 
oltle ſpeaker: in another cale. 


Well, though the prime and pprincipall part of | 


ourioy in thankſgiuing mult be in regard of Gods 
mercy toour ſeluzs, yet wee ſeeallo bythe exam- 
pleof the Plalmiſtinthisplace, how we maylaw- 
tully give thanks for,and ſorcioyce in Gods judge- 
ments vpon the wicked: Therighteows ſhell [ee it , 
(namely Gods anzer conſuming the wicked ) and re- 
joyce, and waſh( yea,and as it were bathe) he feete | 
in the bloud of the wicked. And againe :The righteous 
alſo ſhall ſee it, and feare, andlaughat him, We may 


then laughat their overthrow; but:yet with ſuch:a | 
laughter, as muſt be mingſed with, and ſo mode: : 


rated by a holy and rcucrend fearc of Godsawfvull 


Maieſty: otherwiſe cuen this laughter, as looſe and. | 
 licencious, is to beecheckedandſnibbed with thar | 


of Salomon, Thou art mad, what doſt thou, thow mad 
foole? T his laughter then muſt be with feare, this 
loy with trembling. And in another place God is | 
brought in telling his Church, that hee will wound 


walketh in his finnes, thatis, cucn the moſt feartull. 
cnemics, that with their gaſtly viſage, deformed 
with Jong haire, would ſtrike aterrour into the 
hearts of the beholders, and thatto this very end, 
that thaw maiſt dip thy foote in their Loud; yea the 
tongne of thy dogs in th: bloud of thine enemies. For 


ſomuch as men, Gods creatures; or as our owne 
private enemies; but asodious miſcreants, and the | 


| Ga'.6.4. 


; 


2. Part of the 
doctrine, con- 
cerning.our 
re1oycing at 
the ouerthrow 
of the wicked, 


P/al.5$.10, 


P/al.52.6, 


| Eccleſ 1.2, 


P/al 2.11, 
Pſal.67-21 ,32, 
23, 


I open 


trees 


—_—— 


Frod.1s.18, 
Pſal, 9, I 6, 


Pſa! 145, 9,10, 


I Sam 2539+ 


Deut.33-11, 
Pſa's129.5e 


Pſal.67.2. 


Comfortable Meditations 


open and profeſſed enemics of God his glory and 


Goſpell. And therefore weare to know that Gods 
glory doth notably cleere it felte in their ruine and 
confulion, For hereby doth God declare himlſelfe 
$0 raigne for ener as a King, as Moſes (heweth in his 
ſong, The Lord is knowne by executing of inigement, 
The Pſalmiſt therefore notably ioynes theſe two 
together : Hee | Goa] ouerthroweth the way of the 
wicked : the Lord ſhall raizne for ener, Asthouyhir 
could not appearethat God did raiyne 23a King in 
the earth, but by the ouerchrow of the ivicked, 
And as this their deſtruction is a mamfeiiation 
of Godsglory,ſolikewiſe ot our owne innocencie, 
In whichregard it minilireth turther marter of 10y 
vnto vs. On this ground Dan/4reioyced, when he 


heard of Nabels death; Bleſſed be the Lord (ſaid hee) 


| that hath iudged the cauſe of my rebuke at the hand of 


Nabal, Whereupon,as when the aqducrfaries were 
in the ruffc of thcir iollitie and pride,we were thn 
to pray, Smite through the loznes of thine enemies, 
that they riſe not vp agarne; and, They that hate Sion, 
let them be aſhamed, and turned backwari : fo when 
they arethrowne downe, and melted as wax befere 
the preſence of the Lord, we arc togiue thankes, for 
that our prayeris heard. Forif they intheirriling 
vP againit Chrifand bis beloued Spouſe, did ſhake 
out of themſelves all ſenſe of humane nature, and 
| wholly forget themſclucs to bee Gods creatures 
it is good reaſon alſo that intheir deſtrution wee 
ſhould alſo forget it, rather then by our remem- 
branceofit wee ſhould any thing abateof our iuſt 
zcalc,in magnifying the glory both of Gods power 


— 


and | 


| the cleering of Godsglorie, and our owne integri- | 


of Deer 


| zophels head and Eſaus hand concurre, conſpire, 


clothed with the skins of Lions, \Wolues, and ſuch 
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and iuſtice, in /ſurfetting' vis{word with their bloud, 


Tay 34.6. 


andin filling and fatting it with their fat. | 
Yet ſtill we muſt take heed lelt any baſe carnal] 
affetions ſauoring ofa reuengefull (pirit, infinuare 
chemſelues, remembring,that we muſt not ſimply 
reioyce in their ruine,as it is theirruine, butas it 1s ; 


tiez not as it is the ruine of our owne private, but of | 
Gods profeſſed enemies. For as inthis regard wee ; 
were chiefly to pray for their fall, as we ſec in Da- 
aid,praying that God would caſt away hisaduerſa- 
ries, yet not becauſe his, and had rebelled againſt 
himſclfe,but becauſe Gods, becauſe (faith he) rhey 
hauc rebelled againſt thee: ſoalloin the ſame regard 
arc we to praiſe God for ir, 

To proceed yet furtherin this ſimilitude. Asin 
the former ſimilitude the cr#eltie of the adverſa- | 
ries, ſo here ſpecially their /ub71/rte is noted; as on 
the contrary in the bird is repreſented to vs the (il- 
ly ſimplicity of the Church, and but ſhallowneſſe 
inreſpe& of that deepnes of Satan. Sce the how asin 
God mercy and truth meet, and mutually embrace; 
ſo in the wicked, both craft and cruelty, both 4ch1i- 


and congratulate together, kiſsing one anorher, 
Hence itis, that in thoſe liuely colours and cha- 
raters of theſe monſters expreſſed in the Scrip- 
tures, as we finde them, for their /auaze wickedneſ/e, 


Ce. IN 


like cruell beaſts: ſo for their /te wilineſſe, wee be- 
hold themalſo otherwhile in the ſhape of ſerpents 


P/al.5.10. 


Dog. 3. 


Concerning 
the craft of 
the Churches 
aduerſaries, 
toyncd with 
cheic crueltie, 
Rene2.24, 

T4 fda 7% 
04TAvE. 

I al.$ F,TIOu, 


Pſal.57.4, 


and foxes. Andasfor theone they are compared | 


ee ets 


] 2 to 


Luk.13.32 
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pſal.10.9. 


Matth.7.15. 


Rexel 13-11. 


| Gen-3.15- 


lobn.$.44« 


4 


| 


to-the Lyon rempant,lotortheother, ro the Lyon 

couchant. He liethin wait (ſaith the Pſalmiſt). feerethy 

likes Lyon an hs den,he teeth imwait.to poile the pore: 

he-dorh ſpoile the poore when hee doth draw him into is 
net. Hecronchethund boweth, that he may not brfeene, 
Asforthe:one, they-are likened to Wolues, ſo for 
the 0:her, ro Wiolues hiding themlclucs inſheepes 
skinnes, that ſorbey may the more calily deuoure, 
And asforthe one ,tothe Dragon; fo forthe 0- 
ther, to-the Dragon having the Lambes harnes. And 
laſtly, as for the-one chey are reſembled ro thun- 
ters and mizhty Nimrods, with open violence (for 
moſt part) purſoingthcirgame : ſo for the other, 
here inthis placeto fowlers,thattakethe bird on- 
ly by craft and cunning. Neither is ittobemaruel- 
led that they thus excell in craft,and (for the moſt 
part)aretheircraftſmaſterstherein, no morethen 
tharithe ſonneof the goutic man {hould have the 
gout. This difcaſeot theimind 15 naturall and here- 
dirarievnto them, rheybaveir by kinde, being of 
that ſerpencinebrood,being the /ce of the ſerpent, 
cuen of the old ſerpent,the devil], a/rer and murthe. 
rer\(thar is atreacherous murtherer) fromthe be. | 
gimming :»wherforeas he lends theſc his ſweet birds 
his hand inprati/ine,lo alſo his heed in plotting mil. 
chicfe, {itring with them in all their conſultati- 
ons, as preſident of the Councell. Henceit is, that 

their heads being become very founraines and 
forges of wicked wiles,they arc ſo plenrifully furni- 
(hed and fortified with ſuch ſtore and fAircngth of 
ſtratagems, as it were wany ſtrings for their bow, | 


chat when one failes, they might not yer bee at a | 
and, 


— 


{ cheſe devices take not, then have they a mercena- 


falſhrod,that they might alſo baue ſtained them in 
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ſtand,and to ſecke for another, If Tobiah and Sarn- 
balletby fAlouts and farcaſmes cannot diſanimare 


Nehemiah, they will ſceif they can ſecretly vnder- 
mine him, vndercolour of friend{hip; their deceit- 
full and- deceiuing both head and heart readily 
prompting onelic in the necke ofanother. When 


ric Prophet to ſerue their turne 3 him they ſub- 
orne to ſer gins for good Nehemiah, in bislying 

ropheſie. But what nced we goe ſo farre asto 70: 
brab and Senballat ? Seewe not them, though dead 
long agone, yet raiſed vp againe inthe Romaniſts 
of our time ? what arts, what traps &traines, what 
frauds or fetches are there, which they bane not 
vicd, totrie(as it were) their concluſions vpon vs; 
what perhdie, what periurie, wherewith theyhaue 


not ſtained their right hands, the right hands of 


ene rn 


our bloud? Letthat execrable Parifien Maſſacre 
(che bloud whercof ſtil crieth)ſpeake :'where their 
perfidious hands, contrary to faith ſolemnely gi- 
uen, ſolemnized the marriage ofa King, with the 
bloud of thoufands of innocent lambes, deceived 
with the ſheepscloathing of thoſe Wolues, with | 
chelambs hornes of thoſe Dragons. But why wan- 

der we abroad? Abound we not with home exam-, 
ples? And here this one late treaſon may fervue for | 
al;which was the very quinteſſence of all other trea- 

ſons, and as it were a confe&tion made ont of the 

pureſt poiſon of all ofthem, in regard both of the : 
craft and cruelty thercof, that as Silla ſaid of Caſer. 


there are many Mary in C eſar,lo we may truely ſay, 
I 3 In 


—— 


79 | 


Nth.4.1.2, 


Neb.6.z, 223 


Verſeio, 


Shewed in the 
Papiſts and 

their p. aQtices, 
bottrformer]y, 


P/al.x44.8, 


And of late in 
this their late 
trealon. 


Sueton. in Inlio. | 
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Plant. Capt. 
, Doli non doli 
ſunt, nifi afiu 
colas. 
Prou,1.17. 


Gen.x7, 


| 


. 


: 
' 


| 


. | fawle.Therforewhen they were moſt buſied about 


' many Babingtons, Parries, Lopaſes, yea all former 


' then/to paſle by that both ſhameſpll & ſhameleſſe 


ra 


C im fortable Meattations 


In this Romginiſh gunpowder, there were many 
Pariſien Majlacres, nay, all former treaſons cou: | 
ched together as in a 710i horſe. In thele traitors 


T raitors might ſeeme in aPythagoricall kinde of 
tranſmigrayion of ſoules,to be reutued. What cx- 
ample out df all antiquitte may there bee brought, 
co ſample agd parallel this? where ſhal we finde the | 
like deepnefe in deviſing, the 1;ke cunning incon- 
triuing, the like cloſenes in conveying, thelike (i- 
lence in ſeqgting,the like faithfulneſle(it ſoit ma 

be termed B among ſuch vnfaithfull wretches) in 
perfidiouſnes ? They knew right well, that craf? (as 
he ſaith) « no craft, vule//Frunningly munaged; and 
that the wit i pred in waine before the eyes of the 


theſe ſnares, did they not put on the vizor of alle- 
geance?did they not couer deepand dead! yhatred 
with lying lips? did they not (aboue that they 
were wont to doc) inpublike writings make faire 
and goodly ſemblance of loue and loyaltic? And 
what a fetch was that of their hunting here neere 
vs? was not your Graces precious ſoule the veniſon 
thoſe E/aus buntcd after, for to comfort their old 
father, and now almoſt dying for deſpaire, not 7- 
ſack, but that Antichriſtien prelate? vnder the pre- 
renceof being hunters, didthey not ſhew them- 
ſelues to bce right fowlers? eucn the fowlers here 
ſpoken of, thatin their nets would baue taken one 
of our faireſt birds,come of a Phenix race? Here 


ſhift, wherby they werepurpoſed to hauc tranſla- 


ted;| 
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redall the burthen of ſo odious a fat from them- 
ſelues to others) are two lnares of theſe fowlers: 
the fained ſemblance, 1. of their dutifull and wel- 
diſpoſed minds, 2. of their hunting. Tothe which 
we may adde the third, the counterfeit profeſsion 
ofkindnes and friendſhip, whieh the mightieſt of 
thoſe Nimrods alwayes made vnto your Honors, 
by meanes wherof, having ſocalie acceſ/e, he might 
haue the greater /xcceſ? in his deuilliſh deſignes: | 
would ke not, vnder the colourable pretenceof v1- 
ſiting you in way ofkinaneſſe, haue vilited vsall in 
the contrary ſenſe ? (aluting your Honors with that 
Crocodile and Siren-like falutation, wherewith 1046 + 
ſaluted Abzer and Amaſa; and (d ſeizing vpon their 
prey, and captiving our princely Dawſe/, Neede 
wee now any clcerer light to difcouer the deepe 
darkneſſeof thecloſe and miſchieuous fetches of 
theſe ſo peſtilent and fraudulent fowlers? 

Is notthis enough to worke in vsall a perfet 
. | hatred both of theſe fowlers, and of their ſnares ? 
Shall we any longer ſuffer theſe ſnakes to lic in our 
boſomes? are they not worthy to be caſhiered and 
abandoned out of all humane ſocietie, the bond 
whereof is truth, who arc wholly made of deceit 
and diflembling? whoſe very religion is both vn- 
derpropped vpon,and doth vnderpropand vphold 
theſe baſe praices of cogging, lying, and all man- 
ner of falſe and fraudulent dealing. With what ſe- 
curitic can wee poore filly birds converſe with 
theſe crafty fowlers? how may wee truſtthem, 
whom no bands, no not ofthe holieſt and ftron- 


geſt, are able to hold ; who, though they might 
I' 4 _ giue 


Hoc caltiame u- 
tum conſuit 
HByſties : Ayi- 
 flagoras induit, 
Adagium,in eos, 
qu callidge ſua 
malefatla in 
alios reyciunt, 
Eraſm.ex Dia- 
gen. 


Gen.z1.r. 


Ter.5.19. 


2.54)9.3.27, 
and 29.9.10» 


V ſet. 
Zeale againſt 
theſe enemies, 
not to tolerate 
theſe fowlers, 
butratherto 
ferretthem 
out of their 
ſecrereſt 
corners, 


6101) e745 Gopuds | 


&7Ts @is 16, ot 
GpRos pyEl 
Ariſtopb. 


teat. ve. 


—— 


I ——_ _- 
NE eee et CEE ons __ _—_ 
< "R 
: 
* A 
"- 
'Y# 
> Fo 
3 
%. 3 
q 


—  —  — — — ——— — —————————————— . 
- ——_ 


_ i eto. arm gry At 2 19 /  Ie—  FOAA 


Iob.23.13. 


2. 
To reſiſt their 
crafc,r, with. 
{ound wiſdome 
of our owne. 
Tam 3.16.17. 
Matth.10.16. 


Eccl.1.14. 


Neb.6. 
Pſal. 584-5» 


Lukx* 9», 
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as 
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- give averthis their praitice of ſetting (nares for vs, 


yetthey themſclucs, as long as they remaine. with 


vs,willbe ſhares toys; as the Canaanires were to. 


the [[raclites 2 Is it not then high time for vs to 
huntafter chem, when they ſo bunt aftcr vs? 

Yea, and is it not fit alſo that we ſhould labour 
to furniſh our (clues with that pure and peaceable 
wiſedome, which d:ſcendeth from abour, to incoun- 
ter-and oppoſe vnto that earthly, ſenſuall , devillſh 
wiſedomeot theirs? Being as we are, Sheepe among 
'Volzes, birds amang fowlers, it is not mcetc we 
ſhouldaltogether bee as lilly as the birds , burthat 
ro that harmeleſle birds [implicitie and innocen- 
cic we ſhould ioyne.the wiſedome of the ſerpent, 
that with Ss/omans wiſe man, weeſhould haue eur 
eyes in our head, to deſcricand dilcouer the deceits 
of theſe ivgglers,the ſnares of theſe fowlers. Let vs 
take example by Nehemiah,who in his ſerpentine, 
notcraft, but wiſedome, ſtill Zopped h 5 eare,tor all 
thoſe charmers (T obtah, and Sanballat, and Eliaſhib) 
charmed neaer ſowiſely. For all their ſmooth tales, 
yet they were not ableto.get within him, or overs. 
reach him : he ſmelt out their cloſetreacheric: the 
wiſedome of the ſpirit was too hard for the wile. 
dome of thefleſh, Byhim {(Iſfay) let vs rake cx- 
ample, yea by our enemies themſclues, as it were 
by the: vniuſt Sceward, who are wiſer in their ge- 
neration then the children, of light. T heir depraving 
and corrupting of that excellent gift of true. wiſe- 
dome ſhould-tcach+vs the right ſanRified vie 
thereof, | 

And not only ſo,but alſo.(leſtwe,ſhould ſceme 

ro00 


My 
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roo.much to leane to our owne wildome)by Faith 
to faſten vpon him,who is wiſedome it ſelfe,and i 
whom are hid all the treaſures of wiſedome and know- 
ledge; who alſo is made wiſedome unto vs. The 
Lord is deepein counſell,and hath wiſedome enough 
tor vs all roelude the profoundeſt policies of the 


moſt miſchicuous Machiavillians, and ſo to de- 
ludethem.Are we then ouer-matched with theſe 
ſubtill ſerpents?are wee beſet on every ſide with 
their ſnares ? flie wee then to our wile God, who 
can turne _Achitophels counſelt into fooliſhneſſe, who 
can ea(ily helpe and winde vs out cuen of their 
moſt intricate labyrinths. This was that which 
| Danid did in |ike cale, when feeling himſelfe ham- 
pered inthe net ofthe fowlers, he ſaid, Lord, into 
thy hands I commit my ſpirit. And in another place, 
having by his owne experience diſcerned the hol- 
low and halting heart of falſe 4chitophel,how that 
warre was in-his heart, whileſt peace was it his 


03 


—— 


rongue,he maketh this vſe of it to himſelfe, Caf 


| 2. With faith 
in Gods wilc- 
dome. 


Coloſſ.2.3 . 


r,Cor.1.30. 
lob, 


2.54M.15.31, 


Pſal.31.4.5. 


P/al.5 5.226 


thy burthen pon the Lord. As if hee ſhould ſay, 
Though thou art notable (as indeede it is not fir 
thou ſhouldeft)to be cuen with them in their own 
kind; and ſuch is thy (incere (implicity, that thou 
canſt not skill of their crafty crankes and prankes, 


thou canſt not tell how to mocke one wicked wile 

with another, or howto play the Cretian with the | 
Cretian,the fox with the fox, ait is in the prouerb: | 
yet commit thy ſclfeto the Lord, and by faith in 
his pure & perfect wiſdome, arme thy ſelfeagainlt | 


| 


all their poyſonfull and peſtilent policies, T hen | 
though thou wert cavght in their ſnares, ncuer ſo 
much 


Cum Cretenſe 
Cretiare.* 
"Anwanticey 
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Doct.4q. 
Gods wiſdome 
croſſeth cuen + 
the happieſt 
cra(ts of the 
wicked, that 
may ſ{ceme to 
haue hit the 
marke aymed 
ar, He break« 
eth their 
ſnares after 


{ his birds arc 


raken inthem. 


P/al.51.1, 


Rom.1 +SZ» 


much intrapped and inwrapped, and held as a tet- 
tered captiuc in themyyet ſhouldeſt thou feelc the 
power of Gods hand fruſtrating the policie of their 
heads; which is that which here the Plalmiſt ſpea- 
kerth, The ſnareis brokey. © 

Where further we may obſerue how God vſeth 
todaſheuen the wiſeſt and moſt fortunate & ſuc- 
ceſſetull ſubtilties of his Churches enemies. In the 
former fimilitude we ſaw how Gods mercy to-| 
wards his Church diſappointed their crueltic: | 
Praiſe be the Lord,which gaue vs not,cc. Here, be- 
ſides,morecleerely wee ſee his power and his wiſe 
and wakefull prouidence' defeating their craftic 
policies It was his mercy ſpecially that gaue not 
his turtle doue vnto the ſnares of the fowlers, but 
it was his might ſpecially that delivered herour, 
by breaking ofthe net. So then God fights for vs 
on euery (ide:neither is there any thing in our ad- 
uerſariesto amate vs, but there is ſomething in 
God to bee oppoſed againſt it,for to animate vs. 
Are they cruelly malicious? God is farre more 
compaſhonately mercifull,that wee may ſay with 
the Propher, Why boaieſt thou thy ſeife in euill, O 
man of power ? The louing kindneſſe of God emdureth 
aily.T binkeft thou thy malice can overcome this | 
endleſſe mercy of God ? Are they deepe and de- 
viliſh intheir wiles ? Godis infinite and bottom: | 
lefſein his wiſedomeand power, whereby hee ſo 
ouer-reacheth the craftieſt of thoſe fowlers, that 
eyen then when they thinke themſelues wiſeſt, becauſe 
the bird is in the net, he maketh them ftarke fooles, 
by breaking of their ſnare. This is that which _ 
phas 
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phaz very liucly and luculently deſcriberh, when 


he ſaith; He /tattereth the deniceof the craſty, ſo that 
their hands cannot accompliſh that which they doe en- 
terpriſe. tle taketh the wiſe in their craftineſſe, and the 


| counſellof the wicked i made fooliſh. They meete with 


darkeneſſe in the day time,and grope at noone day, asin 
the night. And this is that which the holy prouerb 
meaneth, He that diggeth a pit ſball fall therin; and 
he that rolleth a ſtone gt ſhall returne vpon him, Hauc 
we not ſcene this plainely exemplified in Digbey, 


thatnobledigger? who together with the reſt of | 


that digging company is falleninto the pit which 
they digged for others, if not into a farre worſe, 
ceuen that, whoſe deſcent ſo caſte; aſcent out of it, 
impotfhible,vnleſle God were extraordinarily mer- 
cifull. And in the wi»ters, that haue brought the 
ſame winter vpon themſelues, wherewith they 
would have pinched vs, if nota worſe, cuen that 
eternall,hotte ( and therefore ſo much the wot le, 
becauſe vnnaturall)winter in hell. But hercin wee 
leauethem to God their Tudge and ours:onely ict 
vs make that vſe hereof, which Eliphaz maketh in 
the place before cited, to hope in this our God, 
whoſe ftrengthand wiſedome ſo buſicth and bc- 
Rirreth it ſelfe for our ſafety. When wee arcin the 
ſnare,he breaketh the ſnare: wilt thou then diſtruſt 
him,O thou of ſma4/aith? What though thou art 
inthe ſnare ofthe fowler? Is hee not able then to 
breake the ſnare? What though thou arr in the 
denne ofthe Lyons? Tsnothee able to ſtop their 
mouthes ? Yea, what though thou art in the very 
belly ofthe Whale? Is hee not able to giue the 


monſter 
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monſtera powerfull vomit, and by that power 
which one day {hall cauſe the graue and Sca to 
giue vp their dead, tocommand it to caſt thee vp 
ſafe and ſound vpon the drie land ? T houghthen 
thy caſe may ſecme intheeyes of fleſh and blood 
irremediable and irrecouerable, and ſo wholly 
hopelefſe and helpeleſle, like to the cale ofthe cap. 
tiuc bird priſoner inthe ſnare; yet ceaſe not to lifr 
vp thine eycs to God, be ſtill, and waite.till thou ſce 
the ſaluation of the Lord comming downe as it were 
in anengine, to remedy and-right thy cauſe, to 
diſſolue the Gordianknot, to breake the ſnare of 
the fowlers ; for unto the Lord belong the iſſues of 
death, as the Plalmift ſweetly ſpeaketh. When 
death hath cnuironcd thee on cuery (ide,and thou 
ſceſt no out-gate,no paſſage, butall wayes of eſca- 
ping hedged vp on euery (ide; yet then God can 
open anifſue out of death. Truſt him then, cucn 
when he ſeemes 79 ki4 nee; for oftentimes he is nc- 


: uer neerer reviving vs, then when hee ſcemes to 


killvs; hee is neucr ncerer deliucting his birds 


fom,then when he ſcemes to havedeliuercd them | 


into the ſnare ofthe fowler: and as the wicked are 
never neerer deſtrution then when they thinke 
themſcluesin greateſt ſafetie; ſo the godly ofren- 
times arc never necrer ſaluation, then when they | 
thinkethemſclues in greateſt danger of deſtruQti- 
on; that as when they cry Peace, peace, perdition is at 
hand; ſo when theſecry Peraition, perdition, vnex- 
peed peacets at hand, and ioyfull ſaluation pre- 
ſentsir ſelfe. 


And thus much of the firſt illuſtration of this 
thank(- 
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thankeſgiuving, from the repetition of the cauſe 
thereof,their deliucrance, ſer torth by two timili- 
tudes : the ſecondilluſtrationfollowes, from a nc: 
ceffary effe of their thanketulneſſe, viz. repoling 
of cheir truſt in God for the time ro come, wherc- 
ofthey make protcthon in the laſt verſe, Our helpe 


ſtandeth. Wheregenerally we may obſeruc: 


x That true thankcfulneſſe is no ſodaine fit, or 


momentany paſſion ; the ioy of thegodly in Gods | 


mercies is not like a widdowes ioy: but howſocuer 
vpon the firlt apprehenſion there bee a greater ct- 
fulion of ſpirit,and dilating of the heart, and (as 
the Church ſayes) rhew (/peciaily ) our month ts filled 
with larghter,and our tonzuc who) yet the Fruit 
and force of this ioyfn]] chankeſgiuing and thanke- 
fullioy exrendeth'itſelfc eucn to the time that is 
tocome. As here we ſeethe Church ſetteth down 
thisas a neceſſary cffeR,if not part, of herthank- 
fulneſſe.that for the time to come {ſhe would relie 
on God, euen as much as for the time preſcnt {hee 
retoyced in him. Achecke to that thankefulncſſe, 
which vaniiheth as the morning dew, at the firit 
excecding hot and violent, but by and by ouerſud. 
denly cooled: which was the thanketuineſle ot the 
{[raelites, dancing and linging preſently after the 
drowning of Pharaoh; but within three daycs at- 
ter, turning this their mulicke and melody into 
bitter murmuring at the waters of Maran. 

2 Thatthankefufneſle for mercics paſt, herein 
ſhewes it ſelfe laſting and during,in begetting in vs 
hope for the like future mercies : and that where 
true thankfulnes fer, there alfo is certaine hope of 

reccvinuy 
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receiuing mercy, They thattruely ſaid with this | 
Church, Praiſed be God, muſt needes alſo fay,Our 
helpe ſlandethin the name of the Lord: forthey that 
are truly thankefull,muſt(as we haue ſhewed ) ac- 
knowledge and take ſpeciall notice of Gods power 
and mercy in the bencfits receiued ; which if they 
doe,they cannot chuſe but reſt and depend vpon 
God for the time to come:for as Dawidexcellently 
ſpeaketh, They that know thy name, ſhall truſt in thee. 
Bur all they which arctruly thankful),know Gods 
name, (that is, bis might and mercy)and that expe- 
rimentally.T hcrefore of neceſſity they muſt truſt 
in him, Itthen thou diddeſt trucly and from th y 
heartgiue God the glory of his grace & goodnes, 
his power & kingdome, in thy thankſgiuiug, thou 
wilt (t1]] continue giving him the ſame glory in 
thy hope and expeQtation of the ſame his power, 
kingdome,mercy,&c, toſhew themſclues againe 
vnto thee whenſocuer thou ſhalt Ntand in necde, 
1 will alwayes praiſe thee ( ſaith Dantd ) becauſe thou 

haft done this , and 1 will hope in thy name; Marke 

how hce not onely inferrcth his hope vpon his 

rhankſgiuing, but explicareth in- a manner his 
thankeſgiving by his hope : 1will gine praiſe (ſaith 

hc)alwayes. Yea, but how ſhall this be done? To 

give praiſe, ſomething more caſic ; but alwayes 70 

zine praiſe, hard. How will David giue praiſe al- 
waycs? He will hope in God. For hope 1s but a 

continuation in a manner of our thankeſgiuving,; 

for our thankſgiuing is the giuing vnto God the 


glory of his migh t,mercy,wiſedome,and ſuch like | 
properties. Now by hoping in God we docall this, 


and. 
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and fo continue ſtill to giue thankes, euen then 
when our mouthes are (ilent. Hence it is that 
Abraham in truſting &reſting vpon the promile, 
is by the Apoſtle ſaid co giue glory vnto God, Ne: 
ther d1d he doubt of the promiſe through wnbeliefe, bai 
was flrengthenedin the faith, and gaue glory to God, 
But how ? Being fully a//ured that he which had pro- 


' miſed,waz alſs able to ave it. As his faith gaue God 


the glory of his mercy tor thetime paſt, in promi- 
ſing; ſo both his faith & hope gauc God the glory 
of his power for thetime to come in performing. 
It (hall begood then for vs to try our thankful- 
neſlſe by our hope, By the experience of Gods 
mercy in our deliverance, tinde we our hope har- 
tencd,our confidence in Geds mercy confirmed, 
that with Dau//hcreupon we can ſay, This God is 
our God for ener and ener, hee ſhall be our guide to the 
death, V pon our ſcaping of Laban, can wee encou- 
rageour ſelues, and gather further aſſurance of 
prevailing againſt F/au? Can wee ſalute this our 
deliverance by that n1me which Rahelgaueto her 
firſt childe,and call it /9/ephin the ſame hope that 
(hedid, looking that other deliuerances alſo ſhall 
be added to this ? She call:d his name 1oſeph , ((aith 
Meſes, that is, hee will adde) ſaying, The Lord wil 
ue me yet another ſonne. Can wein like aſſurance 
of hope promiſeas much to our ſc]ues, and ſay the 
Lord will yer giue vs another deliverance? Then 
are we trucly thankefull,as giving bim ill in the 
hope of our hearts, the ſatae glory which at the 
firſt wee gaue him in the wordsof our mouthes, 
But if experience breed not hope invs, if for all this 
our 
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our great deliverance,we (kall doubt of leſler de. 
liverances, liketo thote I (raclites that having been 
deliuered from Pharaoh & his hoſt, ſhortly atter-in 


their diſtruſt ofaleſſer deliuerance trom :hirft, be. 
gan to murmurzwe maniteltly take from him that 
glory which before wee gaue him, and fo declare 
our ſe\ues vnthankful,our formerreioycing not to 
be go0d;our former thankfulnes not tobe ſound, 


Marke the manner wherin;Hrael is to-proteſſe: 


her afhance in God, as a teſtimony of herthank- 


fulncſIe; namely, thatitisina ioynt conſent and 


ſwect conſpirationofal| their hcarts & affetions 
rogerher. Onr helpe,which alſo might baue beenc 
obſerucd inthe beginning, where it is ſaid, May 1/ 
rael now ſay,that is, the whole body of Ifracl, as 
one man. but it may come in herealſonot vnfitly, 


| Firit is,that they which are members of the ſame 


body,cqually ioyned together, as by the cnemies 
in their oppoſition, ſo by God in his deliuerancc, 
ſhould alſo ivine themſclues together-as one man, 
ina holy harmony of afte@ions, with one heart 


| and mouth lauding & praiſing the Lord, and with 


one ſhou/der pulhing at their common aducrſaries, 
[f before there were any diuiſion among the 


members ofthe body, the cruell purpoſe of the | 


commonaducrſaric to haue ſpoiled the whole bo. 
dy being croſſed by G59, ſhould ioyntandtaſten 
rhem togetherinthe body better then before. If 
Herod and Pilate , vpon occaſion of perſecuting 
Chriſt, can forget tormer differences, and renuc 
friend{hip ; how much more then ſhould Paul 


and Barnabas,vpon occaſion of being perſecuted ? |: 


ſhould 


| 


U 


{ 
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| of the Lord, Henceit was, that 1«cob being to pray | 


ſhould not the ftorme driue the theepe cloſer to- , 
gether, which before were ſcattered ? T hus was it 
with thoſe two reuerend Prelates & Martyrs, Red- 
ley and Hooper, made friends by the. common per- 
.ſecution in Q.Marzes dayes,notwithſtanding they 
varied ſomewhat before inthe dayes ofpeace,who 
ifthey.reconciled themſelues vpon the common 
hatred of the aduerſaries, whatan increaſe would 
that their reconciliation haue receiued vpon the 
like expericcealſo ofthe comon loue of Goa,in de- 
linering them fro that fiery perſecution in worthy 
Q.Elizebeths dayes,in cale they had liued ſo long ? 
Marke how after the profefhon of thanktulnes | Dad? 
commeth in this profeſſhon of their hope. Little ' ,,;n1 + 
reaſon hath he to hope for anyacceſſe & addition | is thankfullfor 


AQs and Mo- 
numents. 


of new fauours,that isnotthanktull for old. Nay, | 9/4 benetirs, 
as one well faith, they muſtneeds doubt whether — 
any help wil be yeelded them or no in their necel- | P:ilo de vita 
ſitie,thatare forgetful & regardleſſe of benefits re- | X92 , 


ceived. This therefore muſt teach vs to labour for | rlytty &aree | | 
that thankfull heart, mouth,and life before deſcri- | pi 7% ins. 
bed, and then may wee well expedt furtherhelpe 7,75; 
from God,and in this expectation confidently ſay | 

with the Pſalmiſt here, Our help tandeth in the name | 


for deliuerance from E/as, beginneth that his new 
ſute with a thankefull commemoration of former 
benefits.God ſtoppeth his eareat the prayer ofthe | 
vnthankful wretch. Thus do ſome interpret that of | 
the Apoftle,Zet thy rogues be made knowne to Godin | Philgs, | 
prayer with giging of thanks. Asthough God tooke | 


Gen.32.10, 


nonotice oftheir prayers,that doe not withal giue | 
K thanks. ' 
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Exod 34.56. . 


More ſpecially Burtlet vs more parricularlyenter into the exa- 


thanks. What hopethe can ſuch haue in theirprai- 
ers, whoare altogether of ſuch a crauing nature, 

with the horſeleach continually crying, Gize, gige, 
themſelues yet neuergiuing vnto/God this his due: 
of their praiſe ? though #t be «more bleſſed thing to 
givethen to receive, as'vnto man, ſo likewile'vnto 
God ſpecially ſince theſe our gifts vato'God are. 
hooked & limygifts,it being ournextwaytodray | 
on new benefits;to'be thanktul forthe old./So that 

after oncewith this Plalmiſt we have faid heartily, 

Praiſed be the Lord,we may with himalſo'fay bold- | 
ly,0ur heipe flandeth in the name of the Lord;afſy ring 
 ourſelnes that God praiſed of vs will alwayes bee | 
profitable ynto vs.Wherfore let vs not onely with | 
theiſluy woman go about toſucke & dfaw vertne | | 
out of Chriſt in praier,but with her alſo let vscom | 
& confeſſe that we haue drawn vertue out of him, | 
which is done ia praife: for by this meanes(as here | 


we ſee) we gather hope ofdrawing more from him | 


— — 


mination ofthis profeſhon oftheirtruſting in God 
Onr helpe is in the Name of the Lord. 

In the Nare. | Thatis, in his holy attributes, ſpe- 
cially ofmighr and mercy, as appeareth in Ex#dws, 
where God isfaid to proclaime his name to Aſc, 
when he ſaid,The Lord,the Lord ſtrong and merciful, 
&c. For by theſe properties is God knowne, as 
men by theirnames. 
| That we may the better iudge both of this pla- 
cing our hope and help (that is in one'word, Conf 


dexce\in God,what itis, and of aut felues whether 
wee haue it or no, (for herein how ealily-doe we 
deceiue 
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| goodturnes, yet vnles I haue ſome ſpeciall interelt | 
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deceive our felues?) weewill conſider theſe three | 
points: 1, Theground whereon weare to build | z. Points con- 
| our hope. 2. The manner wherin weare to hope. | <<'1ing hope. 


3- TheeffeQs of our hope. | | L Thema 1 : 
T he ground of this hope is double. of it, which is nd 
I. T he knowledge of the power & goodnes of a” - 

1. The know- | 

[ 


God,and other ſuch like properties: They that know | jcgge or Gods 

thy Name ( faith the Prophet) will truſt in thee >. | goodnelle, q: 

Knowledge then of theſe rr peo required, & — | | 

that notonely Gezeral, but alſo Specze,whichis the | Speciall, \Þ 

knowledge of Faith. It is not ſufficient ro beget this | 

confidence in mee, that I know that God in him- | 

ſelfe is mercifull and powerfull, (for ſo doe the de- 

vilsthemſelues, who yet truſt notin, but tremble ' ;,,,, , 11, 

at God) but that he is mercifull ro me,and power- 

full for me,and in my behalte. Hence the Apoſtle,7 

| know whom Thaue beleeued,namely,a God, both wil- | *-Tim-1.12. } | 

| lingand ableto keepe that wherewith I have be- 

| truſted him. Nonethatis wiſe will truſtrhat man 

' whom he knoweth not, though he ſee him ; much 

| lefſe then an vnknowne God, whome though hee 

| ſhould know,yet he could not ſee with bodily eies 
If then with the Apoſtle thou wouldeſt make God 

| thy depolitary, and truſt him with thy ſelfeand all 

; thou haſt, thou muſt with the ſame Apoſtle know 

| whom thou truſteſt, both what he is, and how hee 

| ftandeth affeted towards thee. Though I know | 

| ſuch aman to beofa kind & courteous diſpoſition | 

& withall furniſhed with many faculties of doing | , 


 _ 


in him,and know that hee is well-affeted to me,] | 
haue noiuſt groundof repoling any certainetruſt | | | 
K 2 | | 3 
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as the Apoſtle ſheweth, when he ſaith,/hat _ 
we hane boldnes, and tutrance with confidence by faith. 

But in the matter of faith men are ſubie& to the 
deluſion of their ownedeceitfull hearts, as well as 
in thematterof hope. Therforethe ſecond ground 
of this our bopeis to be noted, and that is repen- 


for nothing. . Therfore excellently ſaith the Pro- 
phet, Turne thou ts thy God, keepe mercy and indge- 
ment, hope ſill ix thy God. And the Plalmiſt, 7ru# 
thouin the Lord, and doe good. And Shechaniah, There 
is hopein 1[rael concerning this namely the remiffion 
| ofthatrheir ſin of hauing ftrange wiues. But how 
is their hope ? though they continue in it ill? 
Marke the words following : Now therefore let ws 
make a couenant with. our God, to put away all out 
wines, that is, our vnlawfull wines. Men miſerably 
mocketheir owne ſoules, when they lay they hope 
in God for mercies, either ſpirituall or temporall, 
and yet live and lic intheir ſinnes. Neither will the 
former experience of Gods mercy breedthis hope 
in thee, ifthe care of keeping a good conſcience be 
wanting. Experience indeede (as Paul ſaith) breedes 
hepe,butin a good conſcience: for ina bad conſci- 


itto reaſon thus with itſelfe: Gods ſpirit thus long 
bath ſtrjuen with me, heaping mercy vpon mercy, 
and thereby inuiting me to repentance: but I haue 
deſpiſed buhertothe counſell of God againſt mine owne 


| ſonle, T haue abuſed his patience. Thinke I thathe 
, 


in him.Faiththenmuſt be the foundation of hope, 


tance and reformation: forthis is the condition of 
all Gods promiſes, without which we are to hope | 


ence it ſerueth ratherto breed deſpaire, ocaſtoning | 


will. 
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will alwayes take this at my hands ? What can-re- 
main now but a fearful expeRation of vengeance ? 
The ground that arinketh in the raine, and yet bringeth 
forth thornes and briers, is neere untocur/inz. So tarre 
then is the experience of Gods mercy from beget- 
ting hopein the wicked,that it begetteththe clean 
contrary : or elſe, if it doe beget hope, it is a vaine 
and preſumptuous, a blinde and bluſhing hope, a 
hope which ſhall hop headleſſe in the ende, as wee 

ſeein Senxcherib, yponthe experience of Gods for- 
mer mercie in his viories, gathering hope of vi- 
Rorie alſo ouer Ezekiah: bur yet no other hope, 
then ſuchas made him aſhamed in the end. There- 

fore he plaied bur the ſopbiſter with his own heart, 

when hereaſoned thus : Hawe the gods of the nations 


The ſecond point is the manner how wee muſt 
hope, and this is notably expreſſed in the Plalme 


going before this : Behold,es the ezes of ſernants looke 
unto the hands of their maſter, & alſo the eyes of amat- 
den wnto the hands of her miſtreſſe; ſo our eyes waite- 
vpon the Lord our God , wntill he haue mercy upon t's, 
And againe: The Lord delighteth in them that attend 
on hismercy, This hope then muſt not bee ouer- 
haſtie; no, be that beleeneth,willnot make hafte : but 
being vnder-propped with patience, it muſt with- 
out fainting hold out and hold vp it ſelfe, though 
it be long beforeit be ſatisfied; it muſt wait Gods 
leiſure, and giue due attendance on God, till hee 
cleere andcrowne our good life, euenas God ina 


' manner waited on vs till we corrected oureuillife. 
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quiſuſtinuite, 
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nam. Ali. 


mand 


* ” 


96 


NC 


are wo :* 


preſcace, 


Matth. 4. 
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Comfortable Meditation 
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Luke 13.15. 


Herethen the weariſh and fainting hope, impati- | 


ent of delay,is cenſured. 
| Thethird point followeth,namely,the effe&s of 
this hope,and they are ſpecially two. 

The former whereof 1s,to make vs with as great 


| care andcontention in prayer,to ſeek vnto God in 


the preſence ofthe means,as in theablence.Other- 
wile, ifwe reſort vnto God in the want ofthe our- 
ward meanes; but when wee are well backed with 
them, trouble him no longer; itis argument that 
our helpe ſtands not in the ſtrong towre of the Name 
of the Lord,but in the broken reed of the meanes,and 
that wee haue ſaid tothe arme of f:/h, Thou art my 
confidence. For if werelied wholly and onely vpon 
God, how could wee then ſecure our ſelues in the 


| means?knowing that God, as heis powrfully pre- 


ſent oftentimes in the vtter abſence, ſo he is as farce 
abſent in che moſt powrfull preſence of the means, 
&rhat there is no {uch fatal neceflity of the S/octs, 
whereby the firſt cauſe is tied vnto the ſecond. If 
then the rich man that hath his barns & cofers ful, 
did yet wholly depend vpon Gods prouidence for 
his life, knowing that mas /zueth not by bread, but by 
euery word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God,and 
that rbough a man hae abundance,yet his life conſiſteth 


| wotim his riches; then, euen inthis his great abun- 


dance,he would as heartily pray, Giue we this daymy 
daily bread, as the pooreſt Lazarw in his greateſt 
enury. Ando that City which maketh the vigi- 
ant eye of Gods prouidence her ſureſt defence, 
though furniſhed with many watchmen, would 
not yet for all this{lacke any thing of her former 
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ing naked and deftitute. But marke the common 
practice ofthe world: when means faile them,then 
there is ſome ſhew made of going.to God: but 
when the meanesin good ſtrength and ſufhciency 
arepreſent, there they hide and cover themlelues: 
farwell Gods wing, they will be beholding to him 


the name of the Lord. The latter effeR of this hope is 
to make vs comfortable and couragious inthe de- 


fet ofall meanes whatſoeuer. It is buta lame and 
halting hope, which cannot goe to God without 
the ſtilts and crutches of outward meanes. He that 
hopes in God,muft needsalſo with Dauid comfort 
himſelfe in this his God, euen when there. is no- 
thing elſe to yeeld htmany comfort. Thertore this 
hope is called a /zwcly hope, becaule in all diſtreſſes 
whatſocuer it cheereth.the heart, putteth life &ſpi- 
ritintoit, whenalmoſt dead and wholly deiected, 
and will not ſuffer it to let goe her gripe which ſhe 
hath of the promiſes, or to caſt away that her confi- 
dence, which hath (o great recompence of reward.Hence 
the Apoſtle ſaith, Likewiſe alſo the ſpirit helpeth onr 
;nfirmities. What is it together with which theſpi- 
rit helpeth our infirmities?Itis our hope &patiEce 
whereofhe had immediately ſpoken before.[n this 
regard hope is compared to an ankor, which ſtaies 
the ſhip in the ſtorme, and to the corke of the net, 


'| which fwimmeth aloft when the reſt of the ner 


ſinks. Examine we the our hope by this effe& alſo. 
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no longer: which plainely conuinceth them ot Iy- 
ing, when they vſe theſe words,0ur help /langeth in | 


I.Pet.1.4. 


Heb.10435, 


Shal we not find that theſe valorous hearts of ours | 


Rom.$.:6, 
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2. Comforta- 
ble confidence 
in God,cuen 
in the abſence 
of the meanes... 
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Proz.:81, { whichinthe abun 
| Nor egvifles | YOdaunted «s Lions, in ne | 2 
in Code, trembling leauesof the crees ſhakewith the wind: WOW: 
in prelio cer- | Why, but if God werethe ſtay & ſtaffe of ourcon= | * 
10:-Tertsh. | fidence, why then ſuffer weſuch troubleſomeand | 7 

__.._ | tumultuousterrorsto ſeizevpon vs? Though the | 
meanes be gone, yet the matter of our hope, Gad 
himſelfabideth by vs,who inthe end ofthis verſe; 4 7 
for the better ſupporting ofour hope, is ſet forth | Þ 
vnto vs by his omnipotent power, witneſſedinthe | 
creation of the whole frame and furniture both of | # 
heauen & earth, that we might aſſure our ſelues ſo | 
ofte as we caſt oureye vponthis goodly (ight;that | 
| the ſame God, who wasable to makeal things that | 
are, ſomething, when before #orbing,is much more | 
| abletokeepe them from becomming nothing, bes | 
ing already ſomething: And that he which made | ? 


the world,and vs'in it,isas ableto continue bothie | 
and vsinit:andthathe which made not onely the | 
earth for hisele& here to fight in, butthe heauen | 7 
alſo hereafter to #riamph in, will ſooner ſuffer hea» | ** 
nenandearth both to periſh,then any of thoſe his }.-» 
ele, for whole ſake both earth & heauen to were | 


made,to miſcarry, or their company wholly to be |? 
rooted out by the oppoſite company of the malig- | 
nant: that ſo by this glorious ſight ofthe creation, | '# 
faith in the creature might be created,atleaft recre- | © 
ated and reuivedin vs, hereby we learningin wel | 7 
doing tocommit our ſelues 18 God as unto our faithfall | | 
Creator by Teſus Chrift,co whom beall pow- - | 7? 

er and praiſe for euermore. 
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